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Our series of Sunday-school exhibits gives, this 
week, the field of the Friends. Whatever work is 
done by the Christians of that name is done with 
heartiness ; and their Bible-school work is no excep- 
tion to this. 


In Mrs. Bolton’s poem, on another page, there is 
one thought that is worthy of being emphasized by 
itself; not for all of our readers collectively, but for 
each of them individually : 

“The work of the world is done by few; 
God asks that a part be done by you.” 


There is an obvious appropriateness in an article 
on The Missionary Spirit in the Apostolic: Church 
from the pen of a bishop of the Moravian Church— 
as given to our readers by Bishop de Schweinitz ; 
for no branch of the Church of Christ better repre- 
sents the spirit of the Apostolic Church in the matter 
of missions, than the Moravian Church. That has 
been, from the beginning of its distinctive organiza- 
tion, a missionary church ; and it manifests that char- 
acteristic to-day. 


One of the points of difference between the Eng- 
lish and American Revisers was at Acts 17: 28, in 
the-record of Paul’s address at Mars’ Hill. Our old 
version gave Paul’s words to the Athenians as, “ Ye 
‘tre 00 superstitious.” The English Revision renders 
it, “Ye are somewhat superstitious,” The American 





Revisers preferred, “ Ye are very religious.” In view 
of these differences, there will be an added interest to 
our readers in the article by Dr. Coit on Athenian 
Superstition. As he looks at it, the element éf super- 
stition predominated in the religion of the Athenians; 
an element which is to be found in quite too much of 
the religion of our own time. 


It is important that one who attempts to be a teacher 
should wisely measure his teaching power. No man 
can teach more than he can reach. One man can 
reach and teach more than another ; but every man 
has his limits—beyond which his teaching is an im- 
possibility. Ifa teacher has more scholars under him 
than he can reach and minister to individually, he 
has more scholars than he can teach; and that is an 
important fact for both himself and his scholars to 
understand, At a recent trial before a court of jus- 
tice, involving the question of discipline in an impor- 
tant academy, an instructor who testified that a cer- 
tain pupil was constantly behind-hand in his studies, 
was asked if he had ever spoken to the pupil per- 
sonally, and sought to encourage and help him toward 
better doing. His reply was that he had not done 
this, because he had nearly a hundred boys to teach, 
and he could not help each one personally. He was 
wise enough not to say that he taught nearly a hun- 
dred boys; but only that he had them to teach. He 
had a work assigned to him that he could not do; 
and of course he did not do it. No man in any 
secular school, or in any Sunday-school, can teach 
more persons than he can reach and help individually. 
He can have a hundred or a thousand to teach; but 
having scholars to teach, and teaching scholars, are 
two very different things; although the difference is 
one not always recognized as it should be, on week- 
days, or on Sunday. 


There is nothing worth having that is not worth 
working for; and there is nothing worth having that 
does not have to be worked for. On the’other hand, 
that which has to be worked for, and which is worked 
for, commonly comes to be valued accordingly. We 
prize most that which costs us most; and our love for 
a person or for a thing grows in and through our 
labor for that person or thing. Material, mental, 
moral, spiritual possessions, all stand in our affections 
according to their cost to us. Our doing fer them 
endears them to us; and often it will be found that 
the secret of a peculiar attachment is some peculiar 
outlay that has been necessitated for that object of 
attachment. This isa principle that runs through 
the kingdoms of nature and of grace alike. An Eng- 


| lish Egyptologist has called attention to the fact that 


in the ancient hieroglyphs “love” was represented 
by the figure of a “hoe.” Love will prompt a man 
to dig. He will dig cheerfully for love’s sake. Dig- 
ging in behalf of a person or a cause will promote 
love for that which prompted the digging. And 
again, it is suggested that the Latin word for “ wor- 
ship ” is “ cultus,” from the same root as that for“ plow- 
share.” Worship involves work. Work, together 
with worship, improves the efficiency of the one and the 
fervency ofthe other. Neither work nor worship ought 
to be wholly by itself. Work and worship are inter- 
dependent on each other as proofs and expressions of 
a right being in one’s self and of a right. bearing | 





toward God. What we speak of as “ culture,” is the 
result of cultivation, of hoeing and plowing, of plant- 
ing and tilling, in the mind and manners, until, 
through this process of patient toil, there in that field, 
“instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree,” 
and “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
as the rose.” In view of this truth, it makes a good 
deal of difference whether we work or not; and it 
makes yet more difference what we work for. If we 
take the hoe or the plow, we should see to it that we 
go at work for something that is worthy of our heart ; 
for our working will promote our loving in that direc- 
tion, and it will affect our worshiping. And if we 
find our hearts cold in love or in worship, let us turn to 
hoe and plow as the means of quickening and cultivat- 
ing a right mood. and spirit toward that which is 
worthy of our affection and our reverence. 





THE PAST COST OF PRESENT GOOD. 


One of the mistakes into which people most com- 
monly fall when looking at the possibilities of life, is 
to imagine that the world owes them a comfortable 
share of its leisure and its pleasure. No man would 
naturally look forward with gladness to a life of 
unbroken toil or of unceasing pain; but, on the other 
hand, it is natural that one should look with desire 
and expectancy on the good things of. life, and, so 
looking, should come to regard it as a matter of right 
that he should enjoy a due portion of them. 

The radical error in this way of thinking is that it 
reverses the trué relations of things. It is not we who 
are the creditors and the world our debtor; we are 
the debtors, and debtors not alone to the world as it 
is, but to all the generations which have gone before 
us. We are but new comers into the universe ; other 
men have labored and suffered and triumphed in the 
world ages before we came into it ; other interests than 
ours were the mainspring of the world’s action in the 
past; and now we find ourselves introduced into a 
moral order which we did not create, and sweeping 
along in the current of great plans whose scope and 
purpose we but dimly perceive. In the sight of the 
great movements which have been, and the great 
movements which are to be, who can for a moment 
consider that all this divine machinery was set in 
motion merely to give him and others like him the 
opportunity of having a good living ? 

And yet there is a sense in which every good deed, 
whether of doing or suffering, which has been accom- 
plished in the world, was done for each of us person- 
ally as well as for all of us unitedly. Every man 
receives more than he gives. God has been steadily 
uplifting the human race into a higher moral order; 
and in his hand men and nations have been exalted 
or debased, as this or that would further his plans for 


,| the race and for the individual. The good which 


these wrought out in toil and pain; the good of which 
they were ofttimes but the unconscious instruments, has 
come down to us for our inheritance. It was for us 
that blood was shed on Hebrew altars, and even in 
pagan offerings; it was for us that the Aryan nations 
left the Asiatic plateau and made of Europe a battle- 
| ground and a field of victory ; for our sake the Greek 
| genius blossomed and fruited, and for us Roman law 
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grasped in its firm hand the world’s civilization. The 
tremendous Sacrifice of Calvary was offered for us; 
and many a mother since has wept for her son who 


died for us,—on the field of battle, in the martyr’s | church on a rainy morning, or in visiting a few sick 
| families, than the Puritans prided themselves on their 


From ene point of view the contemplation of this perilous voyage across the Atlantic, and their more 


The progress which | 


fire, or in the sullen sea. 


truth has a saddening effect. 
men have made has been so slow, that the price at 
which it has been purchased seems disproportionately 
large. Were nations shattered in the shock of battle 
that we might enjoy that civil freedom which is daily 
bought and sold by sordid politicians? On how 
many tables does the Bible stand unopened—into how 
many paths, away from the one true path, do the feet 
of the multitude turn ?—was it for this that the scholar 
labored,—that the martyr died? Unworthy, indeed, 
does the standard of the times seem, when we recollect 
that Christ shed his blood that the world might be 
purified from its sin, and might rise into a newer and 
higher life. Through all these years sin’s dread 
penalty has not ceased to find the sinner; in all these 
years the path of right has been the path of blessed- 
ness; and yet to-day, in spite of the universal, though 
divergent, experience of sinners and saints, in spite of 
the moral and spiritual progress of the last two thou- 
sand years, how many turn aside into the path of 
folly or of sin; how few there are who seem to have 
any earnest purpose in life. 

What are we to say when we look at the past cost 
and the present good, and see at how great a cost that 
good—slight as it may seem to us in our moments of 
discontent—has been purchased? Are we to conclude, 
as some have been tempted to do, that the victory of 
Christ was not real, and that God’s hand has had no 
shaping influence in history? To the eye of the pes- 
simist there are many things which would support that 
opinion. The race is not yet so far advanced that a 
sneer at humanity is impossible; the world is not yet 
so happy that all men are obliged to admit that man 
was made for something else than suffering. 


“*There is no God,’ the foolish saith; 

But none, ‘There is no sorrow.’ ” 

Giod’s purposes are not yet so clearly revealed that 

they leave no room for the skeptic’s doubt. God's 

controversy with man—man’s struggle with sin—are 
not yet things of the past. 

To the child of God, who looks at the world with 
other eyes than those of the unbeliever, the prospect 
is far different. He sees the evil, but he remembers 
the coming good ; he sees the suffering, but he knows 
that for God’s children, that shall work out an exceed- 
ing, yea, an eternal weight of glory; he knows that 
not eyen a sparrow falls to the ground unseen by his 
Father, much less will either saint or sinner suffer a 
pang more than his holy will requires. He sees that 
the past labors and sufferings of God’s servants have 
not failed to accomplish the purpose for which they 
were endured, and that they still, and their results, 
ure among the spiritual forces which keep the world 
moving. He believes that God’s plans are steadily 
progressing toward their final consummation; and, 
believing this, he contentedly leaves the solution of 
the problem until that time of fuller revelation. 

Recognizing as we do that the moral and spiritual 
order into which we have been born has been made 
possible by the labors and sufferings of the many who 
have gone before, by the blood of countless sacrifices, and 
finally by the one great Sacrifice, we ought to value it 
the more. If only we could form in our minds an 
adequate conception of how much our present good 
has cost, we should be less apt to talk of what the 
world owes to us, and more of what we owe to the 
world. We would not be so apt to look back on the 
labors of other's, crude as they may appear from our 
present standpoint, with a supercilious sneer. 


All honor to those who worked the work of God in a 
world which was not so full as ours of portents of the 
coming dawn,—in a world in which toil was harder, 
sorrow was heavier, and earthly reward less sure. 
How stight and unworthy seems our own work for 





“These | 


all died in faith, not having received the promises.” | 


others for us and for God! In these days of freedom, 
there are some of us who are inclined to plume our- 
selves more on our self-sacrifice, say, in attending 


perilous settlement on the icy and hostile coast of New 
England. Some of us take up the Lord’s work in a 
perfunctory, if not actually in a patronizing, sort of 
way ; and if the looked-for results do not immediately 
follow, we become impatient, then we despair of suc- 
cess, and finally we abandon the work. If it has 
pleased the Lord to wait for thousands of years for 
the slow maturing of his plans, why should we become 
impatient if success does not immediately crown our 
efforts? If many a winter’s frost and many a sum- 
mer’s sunshine must minister to the oak before it can 
attain ita full growth, why should we expect our 
harvest ina day? The truth is, that with many of 
us, when our own precious selves are concerned, we 
are apt to lose perspective and fill up the whole fore- 
ground of our scenery with the reflection of ourselves. 
Let us learn a lesson of patience from the God of 
patience. 
“Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind 
exceeding small; 
Though with patience he stands waiting, with exact- 
ness grinds he all.” 

No one of us either lives or dies unto himself. Our 
present good has been purchased for us by those at 
rest. For them the cost was heavy ; they labored, and 
we have entered into their labors. It is our duty to 
carry on the work which they have bequeathed to us. 
Recognizing the fact that all moral and spiritual pro- 
gress is bought at a heavy price, according to our 
earthly arithmetic, we ought to give of our time, of 
our labor, of our money, as freely as we have received, 
and then leave the issue with God. “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
“ Freely ye have received; freely give.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


If a man really counts himself and all his possessions 
as the Lord’s, he will be pretty sure to see that the Lord 
has at least one-seventh of his time and one-tenth of his 
income. If he falls short of this service, any talk he may 
make about his entire consecration is—all talk. And 
this is a thought which has a place in connection with a 
question from a Maryland reader, who writes: 

“ And ye are not your own. For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s.” ‘“‘ Let every one of you lay by him in store as God 
hath prospered him.” A free-will offering. “But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people.” And so consecrated to God. Nothing that a believer 
has is hisown. When he gives himself to the Lord he gives 
all—body, soul, faculties, and earthly possessions. That is, 
everything is laid at the Master’s feet—devoted to his service 
at what time soever his cause needs the whole or any part. 
How then can you reconcile this New Testament service—gospel 
stewardship—with the tithe of the Old Testament, as advocated 
by you? ; 

We haye never suggested that the remaining nine- 
tenths of a Christian’s income—after the one-tenth of it 
had been paid into the Lord’s treasury—was not also the 
Lord’s. The whole seven days of a Christian’s week 
belong to the Lord; but that fact does not relieve a 
Christian of the duty of devoting one day in the week to 
the Lord’s worship and service peculiarly. So, as to the 
income and its tithe. How can a Christian “lay by him 
in store as God hath prospered him,” week by week, unless 
he has some standard by which to measure his fair share 
of giving? If he always lays by, for some charity, at 


| least one-half of his weekly income, he needn’t trouble 


himself on the tithe question. But if he proposes to 
pocket the whole amount, on the ground of his being 
“wholly consecrated ” to the Lord; or if he proposes to 
pay over only two or three per cent. of his income, week 
by week, or year by year, Ae needs to be told anew that 


| one-seventh of one’s time, and one-tenth of one’s income, 


have always been counted as, in a peculiar sense, the 
Lord’s—even by those who were wholly consecrated, with 
all their possessions, to the ‘Lord. And, just here, we 
may as well repeat what we have already said on this point. 


God, when ‘we contemplate what has been done by | “‘ But all that we have and are, are the Lord’s,’ says 








one. ‘ How, then, can it be said that we are bound to 
give one-tenth any more than two-tenths to the Lord? 
We are Christian stewards, in the use of all that is com- 
mitted to us.” No, that is not a fair stating of the case. 
The Christian stewardship applies only to the nine- 
tenths of that which comes to us as ourincome. The 
one-tenth is not given to us for such use as we see 
fit to make of it. That is the Lord’s from the begin- 
ning. It is; in fact, the basket in whieh the Lord 
sends to us the nine-tenths which he commits to our 
keeping. If we donot hand that right back to him, 
we steal his basket. Could anything be meaner than 
that? Yet here are men and women—members of Chris- 
tian churches—who have been storing up those stolen 
baskets for years, counting them in their inventory, and 
pointing to them triumphantly as showing how boun- 
tifully the Lord has blessed them. ‘Will a man rob 
God?’ Sure enough—will he?” 


Before worrying ourselves over the possible reasons 
for our failure to obtain what we are striving after as a 
chief gain, it would often be well for us to stop and con- 
sider whether the thing we desire is really worthy of our 
best endeavors.. Sure it is, that a great many persons 
are wondering how they can attain t@ some possession 
which ought not to have any special prominence in their 
thoughts and cravings. An illustration of this truth is 
given in a question which comes to us in the following 
shape from a correspondent in Tennessee : 

A few days ago, I received a request from a friend, to write 
her how to be constantly happy. I answered her with my own 
experience and its secret. Now, if it would suit your con- 
venience, I should be glad to see an editorial by you on this 
subject. I feel assured that you, as in all your editorials, will 
present this in its practical light. 

Well, now, why should your friend exercise herself 
over that question, any way? Isn’t it a pretty selfish 
question at the best? If she had asked how she could 
manage to make everybody about her happy, the ques- 
tion would have had an unselfish look to it; but as it 
stands, it seems to put her in the light of simply longing 
for a sense of personal enjoyment. She is by no means 
the first person who has asked this question; nor is this 
note the first suggestion of an answer to it. The ques- 
tion is one of old-time and of all times. It was answered 
by some who were called “ Epicureans,” in the idea that 
one should give himself up to the enjoyment of sensual 
pleasures, living with only so much of self-control as 
would secure the largest measure of personal gratifica- 
tion ; and there are lots of “ Epicureans” who are seek- 
ing happiness in the old way to-day. The Cynics and 
many of the Stoics thought that an answer to this ques- 
tion would be found in a comparative disregard of the 
interests or the needs of others, and in the cultivation of 
a sublime indifference to the rest of humanity, except so 
far as these might conduce to one’s own welfare. This 
sort of people also is still to be found. The Buddhists 
have held that this puzzling question is unanswerable at 
present; but that the longed-for result will come by and 
by, in the far-off eternity of ages, when absolute uncon- 
sciousness of soul is attained to, and the spirit settles down 
into an infinite puddle of holy and impassive nothingness. 
Solomon gave a good deal of attention to this question ; 
and he was a man of more than average wisdom, and of 
more than average opportunities. He made a good 
many experiments, in one direction and another, to find 
an answer to the question; and finally he is supposed to 
have written a book on the subject. He didn’t fairly 
answer the question directly in this book, as a result of 
his experiments; but his “conclusion of the whole 
matter” seemed to indicate that he thought it is a good 
deal more important for a man to do his whole duty 
toward God than to look after his whole happiness as 
an end of life; and this final idea of Solomon has con- 
siderable support all through the Bible. In fact, if a 
person has a duty to do, and is in dead earnest in doing 
it, he hasn’t room in his mind to worry over the thought 
of constant happiness. Leta mother find that her house 
is on fire, and that her children are in danger of being 
burned up in it, dnd she’ll not be in any mood to dis- 
cuss with you, just then, the comparative value of plans 
for securing unbroken happiness. All her soul goes 
out for the moment in her longing and in her endeavors 
for the safety of those children. So with acollege student 
who is pulling an oar in a college boat-race. So with a 
man who is absorbed in politics, or in money-making, 
or in some special line of research or invention. So 
with any one who is all possessed with love for Christ 
and love for souls. He will lose sight, for the time being, 
of himself. He will not be thinking whether he is happy 
or whether he is miserable. He will want to make 
others happy. He will want to do his Saviour’s bidding. 
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And in all this he will have happiness, whatever his 
personal condition or needs may be. In whatsoever 
state he is, he will be therewith content—content in a 
glorious discontent. In short, the only way to be con- 
stantly happy is not to strive for happiness. “For who- 
soever would save his life shall lose it: and whosoever 
shall lose his life for Christ’s sake shall find it;” and 
as it is with life, so it is with happiness. 








“THIS IS LIFE.” 
BY SARAH K. BOLTON, 


T have planned much work for my life,’”’ she said ; 
A girlish creature, with golden hair, 
And bright and winsome as she was fair, 


“The days are full, till he comes to wed ; 
The clothes to buy, and the home to make 
A very Eden, for his dear sake.” 


But cares soon come to the wedded wife; 
She shares his duties, and hopes, and fears, 
Which lessen not with the waning years ; 


For a very struggle, at best, is life ; 
If we knew the burdens along the line, 
We should shrink to receive this gift divine, 


Sometimes, in the hush of the evening hour, 
She thinks of the leisure she meant to gain, 
And the work she would do with hand and brain, 


“T am tired to-night ; I am lacking power 
To think,” she says; “I must wait until 
My brain is rested, and pulse is still.” 


Oh! woman and man, there is never rest, 
Dream not of a leisure that will not come 
Till age shall make you both blind and dumb, 


You must live each day at your very best: 
The work of the world is done by few ; 
God asks that a part be done by you. ‘ 


Say oft, of the years, as they pass from sight, 
“This, this is life, with its golden store: 
I shall have it once, but it comes no more.” 
Have a purpose, and do with your utmost might : 


You will finish your work on the other side, 
When you wake in His likeness, satisfied. 





THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN THE 
APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 


} BY BISHOP EDMUND DE SCHWEINITZ, 8.T.D. 


Of one period of the Christian Church we have an 
inspired history. In so far as fundamental principles 
come into question, it therefore presents a rule, and sets 
forth an ideal for all subsequent periods. Whatever 
changes in point of constitution and ritual and usages 
may have taken place, the life and work of the Church, 
the obligations which rest upon it, and the aim which it 
has in view, must be the same now as they were in the 
apostolic age. Hence its missionary spirit bears a char- 
acter of never-waning authority. 

This spirit is portrayed in an inimitable way in the 
Acts. With it every chapter of that narrative is instinct. 
The apostles were the first to feel its quickening influ- 
ences. It awoke within them through the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost. It manifested itself in St. Peter's ser- 
mon preached on the day of Pentecost. It grew in ear- 
nestness and endurance and power from year to year. It 
was beautifully illustrated, at the close of the period, by 
St. John, in his extreme old age, as he hastened alone 
to a mountain-den of robbers in order to win back to 
repentance their wild chief, once a hopeful convert to 
Christianity. Through the apostles this spirit was com- 
municated to others; so that, before long, evangelists, 
pastors, teachers, and the whole body of converts, felt its 
presence, and were moved by its promptings. 

The work which it produced was distinguished by 
noteworthy features. ; 

First of all, we may well say that the evangelizing 
labors of the Apostolic Church were the issues of its life. 
Missions came into being as naturally as clusters of 
grapes grow on the vine. No arguments were needed 
in order to prove to the Church its duty in this respect; 
no appeals were required in order to excite its zeal and 
faithfulness. It was pervaded by love. This constrain- 
ing power was sufficient. For it was that love to God 
and man which presented itself in so perfect a type that 
even the heathens were astonished, and exclaimed: 
“Behold how these Christians love!” From this point 
of view, missionary work in the apostolic age may be 
called spontaneous. The spread of the gospel followed 
its reception as necessarily as the coursing of new blood 
through the veins follows the partaking of wholesome 





food. It was clear to the primitive Christians that their 
responsibilities did not end in making their own calling 
and election sure. The conversion of the world they 
distinctly recognized, not merely as a duty, but also as 
that great work to which they had been specially ordained. 
Hence they believed the parting charge of their Lord, 
“ Go, therefore, and teach (make disciples of) all nations,” 
to be addressed to them with the same absolute direct- 
ness as those personal offers of his grace and peace which 
they had accepted. It is true that, at first, they restricted 
their work to the Jews; but no sooner had they realized 
that “God had also to the Gentiles granted repentance 


‘| unto life” than they began to labor among them like- 


wise with a zeal and a perseverance that found utterance 
in the ringing words of St. Paul: “ Necessity is laid upon 
me;” “ Woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel.” 
Thus the missionary spirit of the Apostolic Church was 
not an incidental, but an organic, element of its religious 
life. ° 

No Tess evidently did this spirit involve a testimony 
to the facts connected with the incarnation of God’s Son, 
and a manifestation of personal experiences based upon 
his coming in the flesh. One of the greatest philosophers 
of the heathen world (Plato) said, that to find the Creator 
of the universe was a hard thing, and when he had been 
found, it was impossible to make him known to all men. 
The point of view which the early Christians occupied 
was an infinitely higher one. It showed them the Word 
made flesh dwelling among men. Some of them had, 
with the bodily eye, beheld his glory; others beheld it 
merely with the eye of faith; but in either case it was 
“ the glory as of the only begotten of the Father.” Hence 
they said, “ We cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard.” With this joyful confession they 
spread the knowledge of God as he has revealed himself 
to man; teaching not abstractions, but realities that 
formed a part of their own consciousness ; offering not 
problems for the mind to solve, but gifts for the heart to 
enjoy ; and publishing not philosophical conjectures, but 
the assurance of sins forgiven, and the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. Whether Jews, or Greeks, or 
Romans were the hearers, whether Jerusalem, or Antioch, 
or Athens, or proud Rome itself, was the missionary field, 
“they ceased not to teach and preach Jésus Christ.” 
While they gloried in his cross, they set forth his resur- 
rection in particular as an evidence of his victory over 
death and sin, as that act which brought his work of 
redemption to a triumphant close, as a glorious promise 
of the future resurrection of all mankind; and presented 
him as the God-man who identifies himself with the 
daily lives of his people, who is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, in whom the problems of the past have been 
solved, and the hopes of the future centre. In a word, 
the sum of their testimony ever was “ Christ is all and in 
all;” and such testimony ever bore this seal: “ We are 
witnesses of these things.” 

It was this unfolding of facts whereof they were per- 
sonally cognizant, and of truths which they had tested 
in the crucible of their own experiences that gave to the 
Christians of the apostolic age such marvelous success in 
spreading the gospel. Presented from this point of 
view, it brought hope, consolation, and rest to souls that 
were groping in the cheerless night of skepticism, or 
sinking in the disgusting mire of superstition. As Christ 
only could save the world, so Christ’s religion could alone 
satisfy its longings. Hence, while the apostles, and all 
their followers, “ with great’ power gave witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus,” “believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women ;” “the word of God grew and multiplied,” and 
“the churches increased in number daily.” Almost to 
the end of the Roman Empire, which embraced the 
greater part of the known world, was the gospel carried ; 
in the most distinguished seats of knowledge and in the 
very strongholds of heathen worship were churches 
established. The evidences of such a missionary spirit 


increased so rapidly and were so astonishing that it may» 


well be said, in the broad but expressive language of 
the unbelieving Jews at Thessalonica, to “ have turned 
the world upside down.” 

Another important feature of the work was its prose- 
eution by the church as such. It was not relegated to 
missionary societies, and upheld by a mere part of the 
membership. The very character which it bore, forbade 
such a course. Missions that were the outcome of the 
life of the Church could not but excite a common interest 
and enlist universal support. It was unnecessary to 
adopt a formal system according to which they were to 
be conducted. They regulated themselves; and the only 
set plan required, was to constitute each new church a 
new hearth for the fire of missionary influence. Such 
fire, moreover, did not inflame merely those appointed to 





engage in evangelistic work. It burned in every heart. 
The whole body of Christians formed a body of mission- 
aries. Whether young or old, learned or unlearned, free 
or bond, male or female, they all sought and found, in 
their ordinary spheres, opportunities to spread the gospel 
and to bear witness of Jesus. The fathers of the post- 
apostolic age frequently refer to such efforts; we are 
therefore justified in assuming that they were still more 
common in the time of the apostles. 

Perhaps the most attractive characteristic of the work 
was the boldness, the courage, and the assurance with 
which it was carried on. For a handful of unlettered 
men, like the apostles, to undertake the conversion of the 
world, constituted an achievement unprecedented in the 
annals of man. It would have been impossible if it had 
not been prosecuted “ in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power.” The gospel came not “ in word only, but also 
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 
Hence those that proclaimed it knew no fear, were fully 
persuaded of its final success, and undismayed by the 
many and often fearful obstacles that stood in their way 

The prevailing mode of thought and life was diametri- 
cally opposed to the religion of Christ. Neither philoso- 
phers, nor men of eminence, but common people, taught 
this religion. It rejected the visible symbols of the gods 
and goddesses with which the world ‘abounded, and 
demanded absolute faith in an unseen Creator and 
Redeemer. It abhorred the sensuous worship of the age, 
and introduced a worship that was wholly spiritual. It 
was continually met with the challenge : “ Show us your 
God!” When it had refuted superstition, it encountered 
a hopeless skepticism that left the human heart, with its 
longings and affections, in a state of moral petrifaction. 
The wisdom of the Greeks laughed derisively at the idea 
of a Redeemer dying on the cross ; to the Jews this funda- 
mental truth was an odious stumbling-block. In a word, 
the pride of the schools, the horrible amusements of the 
amphitheatre, the priests at their altars, the people in 
their superb temples, the unclean rites which the worship 
of Venus involved, the many sorcerers, like Simon 
Magus and Elymas, who strayed about deceiving the 
ignorant, together with an almost universal and appalling 
licentiousness of morals—formed a phalanx of wicked- 
ness thatseemed irresistible. It is not extravagant to say, 
that the shades of hell had begun to cover the earth when 
the apostles and their followers went forth, in order to 
wrest it from the grasp of the Prince of darkness and 
give itto Jesus. Nor is this all. Persecution stretched 
out its bloody hand. Stripes, imprisonments, and death 


‘kept pace with the spread of the gospel. Jews and Gen- 


tiles were moved by a common fury. The mangled 
remains of Stephen at Jerusalem; the writhing human 
torches illumining Nero’s garden on the slope of the 
Vatican at Rome, while the tyrant drove his chariot 
around its circus at a horse-race; St. Peter crucified, 
with his head toward the earth, in the same city; St. 
Paul beheaded beyond its Ostian gate ;—these are a few 
instances of the sufferings which missionary work 
produced. 

But no obstacle, however great and appalling, could 
hinder itsprogress. The messengers of the gospel spoke 
“ boldly in the Lord.” Every difficulty wassurmounted. 
Persecutions but served to spread the truth. The blood 
of the martyrs was the seed of the Church. 

The labors of St. Paul himself offer the best illustra- 
tion. Did he stand on Mars’ Hill at Athens, preaching 
Jesus and his resurrection; did he address a raging 
multitude of Jews from the stairs of the castle at Jeru- 
salem; did he, in the inner prison of Philippi, his back 
lacerated with many stripes and his feet made fast in 
the stocks, begin, at midnight, to sing praises unto God; 
did he reason before Felix of righveousness, temperance, 
and judgment to come; did he proclaim Christ in the 
august presence of King Agrippa,—his words were 
fearless, his courage had wings like the eagle’s, his 
assurance was as unshaken as the everlasting hills, that 
the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. Hear him describe his 
experiences: “Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in. perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren, in weariness and painful- 
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness.” When at Miletus he 


bade farewell to the elders of the church of Ephesus, 
there gushed from his heart, wholly consecrated as it 
was to missionary work, such sentiments as these: “ And 
now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, 
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not knowing the things that shall befall me there: save 
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” Could a 
missionary spirit of such devotion lead eventually to any 
result other than the conversion of the ancient world? 

That this spirit did not wane was owing to unceasing 
prayer. The Acts and the Letters of the Apostles abound 
with intimations showing how constantly God’s aid was 
invoked. Deacons were appointed, at an early day, in 
order that the apostles might give themselves “ continu- 
ally to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” St.Paul 
exhorted the Ephesians to pray always for him, “that 
utterance might be given unto him, that he might open 
his mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the 
gospel ;” and wrote to the Colossians and Thessalonians 
in the same strain. Such requests touched a responsive 
chord in the hearts of the Lord’s people. Supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, constituted 
one of their chief joys and privileges. When Peter and 
John reported the menaces of the Jewish council, the 
whole company of the faithful at Jerusalem “lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord,” and prayed that he 
would grant unto his servants that with all boldness they 
might speak his word. When Peter was kept in prison, 
“prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto 
God for him.” When the Holy Ghost said to the proph- 
ets and teachers at Antioch, “Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them,” 
“they fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
and sent them away.” When Paul and Silas left the 
same city on a subsequent tour, they were “recommended 
by the brethren unto the grace of God.” It thus appears 
that the voice of prayer in the Apostolic Church was 
never silent, and, consequently, its missionary spirit 
never drooped. By prayer the weary hands were lifted 
up, and the feeble knees strengthened; by prayer, faith 
was increased and love inflamed; by prayer, signs and 
wonders were done; by prayer, the words of the preacher 
became “ the words of eternal life;” by prayer the cross 
of Christ was made to triumph over every foe. 

A similar victory will be gained in our age, with its 
supreme advantages, its wonderful appliances for spread- 
ing the gospel, and all its glorious possibilities, as soon 
as its missionary spirit rises to a level with the spirit 
which animated the apostolic Christians, and as soon as 
\its missionary work puts forth the features which distin- 
guished the work of the Apostolic Church. 





BIBLE-SCHOOLS AMONGST THE FRIENDS, 


BY J. J. MILLS, PRESIDENT OF THE EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS IN AMERICA. 


It would be a mistake to suppose, because the Friends 
have always attached such importance to the “leading 
of the Spirit,” that therefore they undervalue the author- 
ity of the Holy Scriptures. Throughout their entire his- 
tory the Orthodox Friends have held that the Bible is 
the only certain rule of religious faith and practice. 

True, at the time when other Christian denominations 
were first recognizing in the Sunday-school a most effi- 
cient means of evangelistic labor, the “ Quakers” were 
distinguished for their philanthropy, their testimony 
against slavery and war, and a rigid administration of 
church discipline, rather than for their efforts for the 
conversion of souls. But the last two decades have 
witnessed a great awakening of spiritual energy in this 
people, especially in America. This is directly trace- 
able, in part at least, to the influence of the Bible-school 
work inaugurated amongst them some forty years ago. 

At present, the Friends give the Bible-school a place 
secondary to no other form of church work. Standing 
committees are appointed to give exclusive attention 
thereto, and to report annually the condition of the 
schools under their charge. Large and enthusiastic 
Bible-school conferences are held in many localities, in 
which progressive ideas and methods are discussed. The 
International lessons are in almost universal use, and 
helps for teachers and scholars are published by the 
Friends, Steps are at present being taken toward the 
establishment of a publishing house at some point in 
the West under the sanction of the church, having as 
part of its object the publication of more abundant and 
better Bible-sehoo! literature. 

Statistics show that in the year 1882, with a member- 
ship of 63,000 in the United States and Canada, the 
Friends had over 30,000 scholars in their Bible-schools. 

Perhapsthe most marked characteristic of these schools 
is the prominence given to Scripture instruction. In 





many Friends’ schools there is no music, either vocal or 
instrumental; and in none of them is singing permitted 
to become the distinguishing feature. It may be freely 
admitted that this absence of music is, in many respects, 
a loss; but it has, at least, a modicum of good in its 
effect, inasmuch as it leaves no resource for interesting 
and retaining the scholars in the classes but the teaching 
of the lesson itself; and experience abundantly proves 
that, where superintendent and teachers are capable and 
earnest, the Bible lesson may be made the most efficient 
means of retaining and permanently influencing the 
members of the classes. 

In most Friends’ Bible-schools, much attention is given 
to the memorizing of Scripture texts. The recitation of 
these by the older as well as the younger scholars is an 
exercise of much interest and profit, when the passages 
recited have direct relation to the central thought of the 
lesson for the day. As a result of these characteristics 
of their schools, the members of the Society of Friends 
have generally an extensive and accurate acquaifitance 
with both the facts and the doctrines of Scripture. 

The above statements have reference only to schools 
conducted especially for and made up largely of mem- 
bers of thesociety. Aside from these, Friends have nume- 
rous mission schools of which no definite report is made 
in this country. In England and Ireland, the Friends’ 
First-day School Association is doing a worthy work 
amongst the laboring classes in the large cities. Last 
year, its schools reported over 1,200 teachers, and more 
than 24,000 scholars. The interest attending this mis- 
sion work may be inferred from the fact that the recent 
anniversary exercises of one of these schools in Birming- 
ham called out an audience of four thousand people, 
while the mayor of the city, himself a Friend, presided 
over the meeting. The records of this one school show 
that, since its establishment in 1847, it has enrolled over 
21,000 different scholars, 





ATHENIAN SUPERSTITION. 
BY PROFESSOR T. W. COIT, D.D. 


The noun “superstition” and the adjective “ supersti- 
tious ” are, each of them, used but once in the Christian 
Scriptures. The Roman governor Festus used the noun 
in relation to Christianity, when he introduced St. Paul 
to Agrippa, at the time the apostle made the famous 
speech in which, as a Roman citizen, he appealed to the 
Roman emperor (Acts 25:19). Paul used the adjective 
in his speech on Mars’ Hill, when, according to our 


‘Common Version, he told the Athenians they were “ too 


superstitious ” (Acts 17: 22). 

The derivation of the noun seems to come from deido, 
I fear, and daimon, a daemon, or inferior divinity. Some 
have even thought that it might be connected with dis 
twice, or Dis, an ancient name for Jupiter. The mean- 
ing, therefore, of deisidaimonia, or superstition, appears 
to be an undue fear of the gods; or, if the other deriva- 
tions were permissible, a having twice too many gods; 
or a religion compounded of reverence for one chief 
divinity, mixed up with reverence for inferior ones, so 
that neither had their just due in the heart of a dis- 
tracted, or double-minded, worshiper. The Israelites 
were specimens of such people, when, as one of their 
historians said, they “feared the Lord, and served their 
graven images” (2 Kings 17: 41). And their successors 
were such, when our Saviour warned them that they 
could not serve God and mammon. 

From the use of the word by Festus, a pagan, it is 
evident that pagans had their idea of superstition, as well 
as we have. And, accordingly, a classical scholar tells 
us that Plutarch, in his essay on superstition, pronounces 
it as bad as, or even worse than, atheism (Trench on 
Plutarch, second edition, p. 140); while a new trans- 
lator of Theophrastus lets us know that the old char- 
acterizer spoke of superstition in terms which ought to 
make some of our proud scientists blush, calling it most 
graphically “ cowardice in regard to the supernatural” 
(Jebb’s Theophrastus, p. 163). 

From all which it is quite evident what Paul intended 
to do when he styled the Athenians “ too superstitious ;”’ 
or, as it might be somewhat better translated (without 
intending that a degree of superstition was admissible), 
“very superstitious.” Why, he tells them, they had 
gone so far beyond all ordinary limits, in the allowance 
of objects for human worship, that after filling their 
temples with divinities, accepted and acknowledged, 
they had (as if fearing they had not gone far enough in 
their calendar ecclesiastic) erected an altar to a god 
unknown! Notto “the unknown God,” as our Com- 


mon Version has it, but as the New Version has it— 
here certainly an improvement—to “ an unknown God.” 
The article is left out by Luke, probably the best Gracist 





of his colleagues. And, therefore, we understand him 
as giving the widest latitude to Athenian phraseology, 
and enabling the inhabitants of the most classic city of 
antiquity to include in its embraces any divinity which 
education, or prejudice, or wsthetic taste might incline 
one to prefer. 

And well was it for the apostle that its comprehension 
was so indefinite and so liberal. He was in greater peril 
for that speech in the market-place than ordinary read- 
ers suspect, or so much as dream of. He had keen and 
inquisitorial hearers in his thronging auditory. There 
was probably a full share of well-known philosophers. 
The evangelical historian mentions two sects or clans of 
them,—the Stoics and the Epicureans. These were 
doubtless as numerous as any, and disliked each other 
with characteristic heartiness; for the philosopher and 
the scientist is generally, what Dr. Johnson used to call, 
“a good hater” of all who question his intellectual 
supremacy. We see how they scorned and derided the 
great (we should say the greatest) apostle of Christianity. 
In addition to these were the lawyers, professionally 
sharp-eyed ; for the market was a place where the police 
court (as we might say) was accustomed to hold its ses- 
sions. And lawyers are a tribe who are apt to linger or 
loiter about “beds of justice;” as an old technicality 
was wont to style them. With the philosophers to pro- 
voke, and the lawyers to co-operate, an Athenian multi- 
tude (proverbially curious) would soon be likely to know, 
whether Paul was passing the bounds of legal liberty, in 
his apology for what was pronounced “strange things ” 
for an Athenian ear to listen to. They would also be 
quite as likely to know what might be the consequences 
of his presumption, if he were legally indictable. Now, 
it actually was a capital crime to introduce at Athens a 
new divinity, not authorized by civil government. It 
was one of the crimes of the great Socrates, who perished 
by public poisoning some four hundred years before the 
Christian era, because he had a daimon, or divinity, 
peculiar to himself, which the laws of his country had 
never sanctioned. 

The code which destroyed Socrates still survived ; and 
no doubt the jealous philosophers and crafty lawyers, 
by whom Paul was dragged up to a very high tribunal, 
were disposed to get him into serious, if not fatal, trouble. 
He was arraigned before a court competent to take away 
his life, under the tremendous charge, according to 
Athenian law, of being “a setter forth of strange gods; 
because he preached unto them Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion.” But little did even the lawyers know that they 
were encountering a brother-lawyer, who could turn a 
corner, or evade an onset, with an adroitness which the 
wariest of them could not outvie. To let his inspiration 
and his aid from heaven go by, we shall soon see that 
Paul’s tuition in Gamaliel’s law-school has found him 
an appreciative pupil. 

He was taken, it may be quietly, or by rude officers 
of law, and brought, or marched, to the summit-of Mars’ 
Hill, where the court of Areopagus held its sessions, and 
where, a few years ago certainly, it held them still; and 
this courf was one which had no superior beneath an 
Athenian sky. It had the power of pronouncing sen- 
tences of death. But Paul surveyed all the circum- 
stances by which he was surrounded, and was entirely 
adequate to the dread emergency. He stood, as his 
faithful annalist informs us, “in the midst of Mars’ 
Hill,” took the fullest view of the frowning minions of 
intolerance, and, though his bodily presence was weak 
(he was small in person), and his speech contemptible 
(his voice was not a strong one), he made every one a 
listener. “Ye men of Athens,” exclaimed he, as if he 
had the soul of their lost Demosthenes, “I perceive that 
in all things ye are too superstitious,”—too much given 
to false or mistaken worship. ‘For as I passed by, and 
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscrip- 
tion, ‘To an unknown God.’ Whom therefore ye igno- 
rantly worship, him declare I unto you.” At once we 
perceive he drew his defense from their own allowances, 
put himself within the pale of legal protection, and threw 
his accusation to the winds. This was enough for his 
individual safety, but by no means enough for the pre- 
cious cause which he defended. And so he passed from 
what might be regarded as a quashing of his indictment 
to an argumentative plea in behalf of what is called 
natural religion, as a preface necessary to pagans when 
introducing Christianity. He carried on his plea for a 
Divine Existence, till he reached, by orderly gradation, 
a general judgment and the resurrection from the dead; 
but then the patience of his audience gave way. 
Accountability covers the whole ground of human des- 
tiny, and no accusing conscience can endure its omens. 
Paul dispersed his audience, as our Lord did that which 
arraigned a wretched woman, by an appeal which 
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awakened self-accusation. Doubtless, we have but an 
abstract of a speech which was becoming at its close 
what an Athenian might have esteemed a genuine 
philippic. It must have been literary as well as logical, 
for it recalled quotations from the realm of poetry. Luke 
had, of course, to abbreviate and to condense it,—as he 
did the speech “from morning till evening,” alluded to 
in the last chapter of the Acts, and the substance of 
which we have, perhaps, in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
Could he have given the whole, it might have furnished 
us with a noble specimen of apostolic oratory, and pro- 
vided hints and quotations for many a modern sermon. 

A fitter’ and more effective speech, under circum- 
stances designed to appal the apostle’s very soul, it is 
not easy to conceive of, and one might exhaust upon it 
any amount of admiration. Let us, rather, look at it, 
however, as a memorable rebuke to superstition, and 
consider that we can have supernumerary divinities, as 
well as the paganized citizens of self-sufficient and self- 
conceited Athens, 

It is no greater crime, we apprehend, to worship 
Jupiter than to worship gold and gain-getting, espe- 
cially with the Decalogue before one’s eyes, and rung in 
his ears from childhood (compare Col. 3:5). No greater 
crime, ft may be, to worship Venus than to worship 
luxury, frivolity, and fashion; no greater crime to wor- 
ship Mars or Mercury than to worship military or polit- 
ical ambition ; no greater ctime to worship Minerva than 
to worship one’s own intellectual creations; no greater 
crime to worship the Fates than, as modern scientists 
do, force and law, till they forget and disown the Maker 
of these wondrous agencies (compar even Wisdom, 
13: 1, 2). There are idols of Christian states as well as 
ef anti-Christian ones; and we know no worse idol than 
ene which Lord Bacon might call an idol of the den,— 
human self-sufficiency, pride, or vanity. Most pithily 
does he say, “ There is no such flatterer as a man’s self.” 
While, to wind up with a reference of which Bacon’s 
name reminds us, there is superstition’s opposite, into 
which we fall when we fall into a fit of horror over that 
which we had better regard with pity or indifference. 
“There is,” says the great philosopher, “a superstition 
in avoiding superstition, when men think to do best, if 
they go furthest from the superstition formerly received ; 
therefore care should be had that (as it fareth in ill 
purgings) the good be not taken away with the bad, 
which commonly is done when the people’ is the 
reformer” (Essays, No. XVII.). By “the people,” he 
means those who, in his day, were the ignorant and 
uninstructed, such, for example, as would reason in this 
rash way: The Church of Rome believes in transubstan- 
tiation, therefore we must regard the Eucharist as “a 
mere form;” the same church believes in praying for 
the dead, therefore we must have no prayers at funerals. 
The strait and narrow path to heaven is like a causeway, 
with pitfalls on each side of it. By shying too fax from 
one side, we may tumble from the other. 


Berkeley Divinity School, Middletown. 





“HE WAS A GOOD MAN,” 


BY PETER CARTER. 


This is what the sacred record says about Barnabas, in 
Acts 11: 24. 

Weare reminded of Barnabas by the recent death of that 
modern “son of consolation,” Mr. William E. Dodge. 
Barnabas gave liberally to the Jerusalem Church in the 
first century, Mr. Dodge gave liberally to the American 
churches in the nineteenth century. Barnabas, when‘he 
saw the needs of the gentile church in Antioch, went for 
Saul of Tarsus, and introduced him to the work. Mr. 
Dodge, though not a minister himself, is represented in 
hundreds of pulpits by those whom he encouraged and 
aided tobecome preachers. Barnabas was full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith ; and so was our friend whose recent 
death has left such a blank both in the church and in the 
community. Barnabas “ when he had seen the grace of 
God was glad,” and no man in modern times ever 
rejoiced more in the progress of the gospel than did Mr. 
Dodge. He was one of the humblest men I ever met, 
and it was humility in cireumstances not congenial to 
the growth of that sweet virtue. The constant expression 
to him, on the part of others, of gratitude for services 
and for gifts, might have fostered high-mindedness rather 
than humility. 

It is Dr. Guthrie, I think, who draws our attention to 
the great sailing ship with its prodigious spread of can- 
vass, and asks the question why it is that the vessel does 
not blow over. Then he gives us the secret of its ata- 
bility—the mighty leaden keel beneath, and out of sight, 
which keeps the ship in position. So God in hia prowi- 
dence and grace often provides the benevolent man of 





wealth with the mighty keel of humility, hidden, it may 
be, yet balancing and beautifying the life——a humility 
fostered by communion with God in the closet and by 
diligent study of the Scriptures, as was the habit of our 
dear friend, His was pre-eminently a life of service. It 
is well known that he gave with princely liberality ; but 
his personal efforts and unwearied labors did more for 
the cause of Obristian benevolence than even his munifi- 
cent gifts. 

The National Temperance Society, of which he was 
president, feels especially bereaved. He gave us his 
time, his wise counsel, his prayers, and his generous con- 
tributions. It is a cause in which “there are not many 
mighty”—he was one of the few. And yet we loved 
him, not so much for what he gave, as for what he was— 
“agood man. He was very considerate of his fellow- 
workers, “ esteeming others better than himself.” . 

A few years ago, I had the privilege of going with him 
and Mrs. Dodge (his constant companion in all his jour- 
neys,—a noble woman, whom may the Lord long spare to 
carry out her husband’s plans, with which she is so 
familiar) to Lincoln University, to the Theological Com- 
mencement. He entertained us by the way with stories 
of his early life that were very interesting, and, among 
the rest, with the following which I only regret I cannot 
give in his own words: 

Many years ago when traveling was mainly by stage 
and steamboat—when railroads were yet unthought of 
in most of the states—some pressing business made it 
necessary that he should reach New Orleans at the ear- 
liest possible moment ; the stage in which he was travel- 
ing had crossed the Alabama state line. It was Satur- 
day afternoon, and they would reach the highest navi- 
gable point on the Alabama River early on the Sabbath. 
There a fine steamer would leave at 10 A.M., Sabbath, 
with the passengers for Mobile and New Orleans, An 
inferior and slower steamer usually sailed on Monday at 
the same hour. 

Mr. Dodge left the stage a little before midnight, and 
took lodgings at the village inn. Before doing this, the 
matter was carefully canvassed among the passengers. 
They all expressed regret at having to travel on the 
Sabbath, but said the business they were going on 
brooked no delay. Mr. Dodge’s business was, perhaps, 
more important and certainly in more haste, than any 
of the others’, but he alone “ rested on the Sabbath Day 
according to the commandment.” 

In the morning he went to church, and found some 
persons that he had known in business. They begged 
him to give an address on the best methods of Sunday- 
school work in the afternoon. The other churches in the 
town were closed that all might hear the stranger from 
New York, and the church was crowded to its utmost 
capacity. Altogether he had a most profitable and 
pleasant Sabbath. And on Monday morning, a little 
after midnight, he started again with the stage, rested 
and refreshed by his quiet Sabbath. When they reached 
the Alabama River, he was greatly surprised to find that 
the new and swift boat that usually left on the Sabbath 
had lain over till Monday in order to receive an impor- 
tant consignment of freight. They rejoicingly embarked, 
and were soon plowing their way down the river. 
Some time before reaching their ultimate destination, 
they passed the boat that had left on Sabbath morning, 
and they arrived in New Orleans several hours before 
her. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


ONE TEMPERANCE PLEDGE. ~—/ 
BY A. C. MORROW. 

“Get out there, you drunken vagabond! 
I say!” : 

That was what George Wilkins’s father said to him 
one cold December Sabbath afternoon; and when “Old 
Tom Wilkins,” as the boys all called him, spoke in that 
rough, angry tone of voice, the son knew he must obey 
him or suffer the consequences. This time it was the 
father who was intoxicated, though, I am afraid, as 
George left the den he called his home, if there had been 
any money in his pocket he would have gone to the 
nearest saloon, and have been soon the low thing his 
father called him. But to-day he had no money, so he 
wandered listlessly about the streets until his unhappy 
thoughts were arrested by the sound of music. He 
stopped and listened. 

“Come to Jesus, come to Jesus just now,” were the 
words he heard distinetly. He knew no more of Jesus 
than if he had been a native of Afriea instead of New 
York City; but very sweet the refrain sounded as it 
floated out to him, cold, desolate, and forlorn as he was. 





Get out, 





It was a mission Sunday-school. He sauntered in, and 
stood just within the doorway as the boys and girls con- 
cluded the chorus, “Come to Jesus, come to Jesus just 
now.” There he stood during all the prayer, the very 
picture of poverty, his coat and pants torn and soiled, 
and his face and hands looking as though it was long 
since they had enjoyed the luxury of water. 

The superintendent finished his prayer, but no one 
took any notice of the strange ragged boy by the door. 
He turned to leave the room, when a kind voice arrested 
him, and, looking back, he saw a lady approaching him. 
She extended her hand. 

“My boy, Iam glad to see you. I have a class of 
boys here; I wish you would come and join them.” 

“T ain’t fit,” he answered, looking down at his old, 
dirty clothing. 

“Oh yes, you are!” the teacher answered. 

He followed her reluctantly. As they reached the 
class, the boys giggled, and, though there was plenty of 
room for him, did not offer to give him a seat. 

The teacher’s little seven-year-old Greta, who occupied 
a chair by her mother, rose, saying, “Take my seat, 
please.” Then, turning to the rude boys, she asked 
pleasantly, “ Will you make room for me to sit by you?” 

I cannot tell what the teacher said: to those boys that 
afternoon, but it was a temperance lesson ; and when she 
had finished, she took out a temperance pledge, and 
asked them to sign it. 

When it came to George, he said, very decidedly, 
“ No.” 

“Why not?” 

“Cause I like gin and brandy too well.”, 

Before her mother could answer him, little Greta had 
risen to her feet and stood beside him. There were tears 
in her blue eyes, and her voice trémbled. “I wish you 
would,” she said. 

“T’ain’t no use,” he answered; “I couldn’t keep it.” 

“T would pray the Lord to help you,” the child said, 
“ and then he could—couldn’t he, mamma?” 

“T believe he could, if he would ask the Lord himself 
too.”’ 

“Won't you?” the child pleaded. 

“TI yum, I b’lieve I'll try it, if only to please you,” 
George answered her, taking the pen in his clumsy 
fingers, and writing his name. 

Before George left the school, he had promised to come 
again, and carried with him a letter of introduction to a 
manufacturer who would give him work. 

He did not dare to return home, so slept that night, 
supperless, as he had often done before, in = old cart. 

The next morning he went with his letter to Mr. 
Brunn, the shoe manufacturer. When the proprietor 
had agreed to furnish him employment, at three dollars 
a week, the boy asked, “I haven’t had any breakfast ; 
could you lend me—” 

“T'll lend you nothing,” the man interrupted, “ but 
wait here a moment.” 

He stepped into his office, and addressed a boy, who 
went out, but presently returned with a ham sandwich 
and a foaming glass of beer, which he handed to George. 

For twenty hours the boy had not tasted food. How 
tempting the sandwich looked, and how he longed for a 
taste of the beer! He reached out his hands to take 
them. Then he saw a childish face with blue eyes filled 
with tears, and heard a sweet voice say, “ Won’t you? 
I’ll pray for you.” His hands dropped to his side again. 

“What does this mean?” the proprietor, who had 
been watching them, asked. 

“T can’t drink the lager; I promised I wouldn't,” 
the boy answered, stoutly. 

“Oh! you've signed the pledge—have you?” he 
inquired with a sneer. 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Well, if you’re too good to drink lager, you’re too 
good to work for me,” were the words which trembled 
on his lips, but something prompted a different answer. 

“ Here, Jim,” he said to the office-boy, “ give the boy 
the sandwich, and take the lager back and get him a 
glass of milk.” 

“Thank you,” George said, simply. 

It was the first time the words had ever passed his lips. 
But he was learning, faster than he knew, how Chris- 
tianity refines and elevates. 

He finished his frugal breakfast, and went to the work 
assigned him happier than he had ever been before. 

I cannot tell you all the ways in which George was 
tempted, but he continued to attend the mission school, 
and learned to pray for himself, and grew to bea thought- 
ful, devoted Christian boy. 

This was thirteen yearsago. George is now the super- 
intendent of that mission schoel. He never broke his 
pledge. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1883. } 


1. April 1.—Simon the Sorcerer... ecocbyldanines 


Acts 81 14-25 
















2. April 8.—Philfp and the Ethiopi Acts 8: 26-40 
3. April 15.—Saul’s Conversion sevews- ACtS 9: 1-15 
4 April 22.—Saul Preaching Christ , Acts 9: 19-3! 
6. April 29.—Peter Working MIracles.............:000-cweccsseereereeerere ACts 91 82-43 
6. May 6.—Peter Preaching tothe Gentiles... «Acts 10 : 30-44 
7. May 13.—The Spread Of the Gos pel............ccccccsceceereeseeneeennee Acts 11: 19-30 
& May 2.—Herod and Peter..................0 we seve ACts 12: 1-17 
9. May 27.~—Paul and Barnabas in Cy prus..........0.......:0:ccsereneeee Acts 13: 1-12 
10. June 3.—~—At ANUOCN.........cccceecceeeeeeneenene Acts 13: 13-16, and 43-52 
LL, June 10.—At Toontum and LY Btra........0..cccccecceccerseceeseeerenneeee Acts 4: 1-18 
12. June 17.—End of First Missionary Journey......................+. Acts 14: 19-28 


13. June %.—Review. 








LESSON I., SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 1883. 
Tirte: SIMON THE SORCERER. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 8 
COMMON VERSION, 

14. Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Sa- 
maria had received ttle word of 
God, they sent unto them Peter 
and John: 

15. Who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost: 

16, (For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they 
were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.) 

17. Then laid “they their hands 
on them, and they received the 
Holy Ghost. 

18. And when Simon aw that 
through laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, 
he offered them money, 

19. Saying, Give me also this 
‘power, that on whomsoever I lay 
hands, he may receive the Holy 
Ghost. 

20. But Peter said unto him, 
Thy money perish with thee, be- 
cause thou hast thought that the 
gift of God may be purchased 
with money. 

21, Thou hast neither part nor 
lot in this matter: for thy heart 
is not right in the sight of God. 

22. Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray God, if per- 
haps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee. 

28, For I perceive that thou art 
in the gall of bitterness, and in 
the bond of iniquity. 

2%. Then answered Simon, and 
said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, 
that none of these things which 
ye have spoken come upon me. 

25. And they, when they had 
testified and preached the word 
of the Lord, returned to Jerusa- 
lem, and preached the gospel in 
many Villages of the Samaritans. 








: 14-25.) 


REVISED VERSION. 


14 Now when theapostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word 
of God, they sent unto them 

15 Peter and John: who, when 
they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might -re- 

16 ceive the Holy Ghost: for as 
yet he was fallen * upon none 
of them: only they had been 
baptized into the name of the 

17 Lord Jesus. Then laid they 
their hands on them, and they 

18 received the Holy Ghost. Now 
when Simon saw that through 
the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands the ' Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money, 

19 saying, Give me also this pow- 
er, that on whomsoever I lay 
my hands, he may receive the 

20 Holy Ghost. But Peter said 
unto him, Thy silver perish 
with thee, because thou hast 
thought to obtain the gift of 

21 God with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this 
2matter: for thy heart is not 

22 right before God. Repent 
therefore of this thy wicked- 
ness, and pray the Lord, if per- 
haps the thought of thy heart 

23 shall be forgiven thee. For I 
see that thou * art in the gall 
of bitterness and in the bond 

24 of iniqujty. And Simon an- 
swered and said, Pray ye for 


me to the Lord, that none of 


the things which ye have spok- 
en come upon me. 

25 They therefore, when they 
had testified and spoken the 
word of the Lord, returned to 
Jerusalem and preached the 
gospel to many villages of the 
Samaritans. 

1Some ancient authorities omit 

Holy. 2Gr.word. 30Or, wilt become 

gall (or, a gall root) of bilterness and 

@ bond of iniquit; 

* For “he was fallen” read “it 
was fallen ""—Am. Com. 





LESSON PLAN. 


Toric oF THE QUARTER: 


Power through Faith and Fidelity to 
Christ the Saviour. 


IT wsson Toric: A Wicked Heart. 
1. Praying for the Holy Spirit, v. 14-17. 


Lesson OUTLINE: {2 Offering Money for the Holy Spirit, . 18, 19. 
. 3. Sinning against the Holy Spirit, v. 20-25. 


Go.pen Text: Thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 


—Acts 8; 21. 





Datty Home REeapines: 


M.—Gen. 8: 13-22. The imagination of the heart evil. 
T. —Jer. 17: 1-10. The heart desperately wicked. 
W.—Rom. 8: 1-9. The heart at enmity with God. 
T. —Prov. 12: 1-18. A perverse heart despised. 
F, —Psa. 78: 25-39. Unsteadfast hearts rebuked. 

’ $. —Matt. 6: 19-24. No divided heart possible. 
§.—Heb. 4: 1-13. Hearts all manifest to God. 





—— 


LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I. PRAYING FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


1. The Aposties’ Sympathy : 
Apostles .. . heard . 


. . sent unto them Peter and John. 


They sent forth Barnabas as far as Antioch (Acts 11: 22). 


Sent Timothy . 


il. The Aposties’ Prayer : 
1. The Prayer. 


. to establish you and to comfort you (1 Thess. 3: 2). 
For this cause we also thank God without ceasing (1 ath 


Thess, 2; 18). 


Prayed for them, that 7 yr ety ee the Holy Ghost. 


If two of 


He shall beptas youth ii Holy Ghost (Mat: li). 


He aball give you another 


for them (Matt. 18: 19). 


2. The Reason. 

For as yet he had fallen upon none of them: only .. . baptized. 
We did not so much as hear... the _ Ghost was given (Acts 19:2). 
Baptizing them into the name of the Father . . . Son, ete. att. 28:19). 
Repent ye,and be baptized ... and ye shall receive the gift (Acts 2 : 38). 

‘Il. The Prayer Answered: 

Laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 
Laid his hands u them, the Holy Ghost came (Acts 19: 6). 

The Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word yor 10; 44). 
Laid their hands on them . . . sent them away (Acts 13: 

1. Christians always are rejoiced whenever they hear at some new 

region has received the word of God. 

2. Christians, when they hear that some new a has received 

the word ‘of God, should show their sympathy with the new 
believers. 


3. Christians should do what they can to build up and establish new 
believers in the faith. 


4. Christians nye pray for new believers that they may be filled 
with the Holy § 


5. Christians should Palied no previous prejudice to prevent them 
from recognizing and helping new evers. 


II. OFFERING MONEY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
i. The Occasion of the Offer: 
Simon saw that through ... hands, the Holy Ghost was given. 


I long to see you, that I may impart . .. some spiritual gift (Rom. 1: rt 
The gift of God which is in thee throt my ha (2 Tim. 1: 
The gift that is ... with . the presbytery (i Tim. 4: 14}. 


. hands o 
Il. The Motive of the Offer: 
Offered them money, saying, Give me also this power. 


I pray thee take a blessing of thy servant e Kings 5: 15). 
Take a present . . . go, meet the man of (2 Kings 8: 4 
Will ye pollute me... for handfuls of barley (Ezek. 13: 19 


1. If money would purchase spiritual gifts, many would willingly 
ve the money. 


y 
2. fie “pd the purchasing power of money seems to be without 
mit. 


3. Many have the belief that even men of God are purchasable with 
money. 
III. SINNING AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
1. The Rebuke: 
1. The Rebuke Administered. 
Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast thought, etc. 
Took Achan ... and the silver. . and gold (Josh. 7 : a 


—,: 
The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee (2 5:27 
Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness (Hab. 2: 9). 


2. The Rebuke Deserved. 
Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter. 
Fv I be &-\ + ~ of at all by them ? (Ezek. 14: 3). 
Blesse that hath gt in the first resurrection we 20: 6). 
His a; which is lifted up, ot upright in him (Hab. 2: 4). 
i, The Exhortation : 
1. The Counsel. 
Repent. ..pray.. .tf perhaps the thought. . . be forgiven. 
O king, teak off thy sins by righteousness (Dan. 4 


27). 
Correc Stine thém ... God may give them repentance (2 Tim. 2: 25). 
As many as I love, I reprove chasten (Rev. 3: 19). 


2. The Reason. 

For I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness, ete. 
This is thy wickedness, because it is — (Jer. 4: 18). 
Thou hast loosed my bonds (Psa. 116 
He shall be holden with the cords of | hie sins (Prov. 5: 22). 


ill. The Request. 


Pray ye for me. . . that none of thethings . A ha ar a 
He is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee o-. 20: 
Entreat the Lord, that he ma) e away the frog 8: 8). 
Pray ... that he take away the derponte| Num. . 
The supplication of a righteous man availeth much (Jas. 5: 16). 

1 Many & Pesing ta mised beqaaes the heart is not right in the 


2. If the heart is not right, then, no what ehurch records 
say, one has “ petthee tn lot TD aetee ae 
he “ of God | it never can have 


8. If the heart is not “ right” in the 
in it the presence and co Be rof the 
4 If the heart is not right in God's Sa © meg to tate right 
pentance and p 
5. Ifthe ee ris not right nc i's sight, that fact shows that one 
still is in “ the gall of bitterness, 
6. If the heart is not right in God’s sight, it is indeed well to ask for 


the prayers of godly men, but a good deal better also to pray for 
one’s self. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


THE HEART. 
1, Unrenewed : 
Full of evil prsaivations (Gen. 6: 5 ; 8:21; Prov. 6: 18), 
Full of evil (Eccl. 9: 3). 
Full of vain thoughts (Jer. 4: tg 
Fully me to do evil (Eccl. 8: 
Hate to God (Prov. 6:36, 1831: 29, 
Not perfect with God 15:3 v. 6: 18; Acts 8: 21). 
Not prepared to seek 2 Chron. 12: 14). 
Hypocritical (Isa, 29; 13; Matt. 15: 5). 
A treasury of evil Matt. 12: 85; Mark 7: 21). 
Impenitent (Rom. 2: 5). 
Unbelieving (Heb. 3 : 12). 
Deceitful (Jer. 17: 2. 
Hard and og A, , 8: 7; 11:19; 836: 26; Mark 10: 5). 


Foolish (Prov. 15). 
Froward (Psa, 1 at 4; { 6:14; 17: 20). 
Proud (Psa. 101 : ; Jer. 49:16). 


2. God’s Relations to: 
God tries (1 Chron. =: 17; Jer. 12: 8), 
God knows ees : Jer. 12: 3). 
Searches (1 Chron. 9; Jer. 17:10). 
Ponders (Prov. 21: z 112). 
Understands the igi (1 Chron. 28: 9; Psa. 139: 2). 
Enlightens (2Cor. 4 


Stre ens — 27: 14). 
Establishes ( 112: 8; 1 Thess. 8: 13). 
3. How Changed: 

No man can cleanse (Prov. 20: 9). 
creates a new (Ezek. 36 : 26; Psa. 51: 10). 

Faith purifies (Acts 15: 9). 

God promises to change (Ezek. 1 . = 

When broken, God will not ok i ( 51:17). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING Events.—The account in verses 5-13 is 
necessary as a preface to the present lesson. It is an illus- 
trative instance of the general fact asserted at the conclusion 
of our last lesson: “They therefore that were scattered 
abroad, went about preaching the word.” The preaching i 
the city of Samaria was done by Philip, one of the seven, and 
was accompanied with extraordinary signs and wonders. 
Among the multitude that gave heed to Philip’s words, and 
who were baptized as believers by him, was one Simon, of 
whom the people had said: ‘This man is that power of God 
which is called Great.” He had amazed the people with 





we, hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit. 





his sorceries, but now, in turn, was amazed at the real mar- 
vels that took place under the hands of Philip. 
Trme.—Chronologists widely differ, the limits running 
from A. D. 30 to 39. Bible margin, A. D. 34. 
Prersons.—The apostles at. Jerusalem acting upon the 
information that Samaria had received the word of God; 
Peter and John as a deputation from the apostles, Peter, as 
usual, taking the part of spokesman; Simon the sorcerer, 
now a professed believer: 
Piaces.—Jerusalem and Samaria. 
CrrcumsTances.—The readiness with which the Samari- 
tans received the word of God, and the promptness with 
which the apostles recognized the genuineness of the work, 
are probably to be ascribed, at least partly, to Christ’s visit 
to Sychar, and to the memory of what then took place there 
(John 4: 39-42). The circumstance are suggestive: persecu- 
tion in Jerusalem—a revival in Samaria. God knows how 
to make the wrath of man to praise him. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


The persecution of the Christians, which scattered them, 
and for a while seemed to be the greatest of disasters, proved 
to be the means of spreading the gospel. From verse 1 we 
learn that some who fled from Jerusalem made Samaria their 
refuge. As it must have become apparent that the Christians 
were not like the Jews in all respects, the old hatred towards 
the Jews would not be likely to visit those whom the Jews 
were persecuting ; and it is possible that the remembrance of 
Christ’s visit was a cause why his disciples would not be 
driven away. Among others, Philip went down from Jeru- 
salem and preached the gospel in one of the Samaritan towns. 
By the cures, and the expulsions of evil spjrits, which he was 
able to effect, he won great favor with the people, so that he 
got their attention to his preaching. This Philip was one of 
the seven (6:5), and not the apostle so named; for the 
apostles remained at the central post of Jerusalem (8 : 1). 
As the church was temporarily dispersed, the services of “the 
seven,” in providing for the wants of the poor, were not much 
needed ; and so they went abroad to preach Christ,—no doubt 
with the consent of the apostles,—which the evangelist does 
not think worthy of mention. “ And there came to be much 
joy in that city.” But there had been there before a man 
who practised magic arts, and by them “ turned the heads” of 
the whole Samaritan “ nation,” giving out that he was “ some 
great one.” Everybody still accepted his claims, and said 
that he was (v. 10) “the power of God that is called great ;” 
which seems to mean that God’s power was in him so inherent 
and permanently fixed, that he could be called the power 
itself (power being sometimes personified, or conceived of, as 
a property of the man, or superior being). But when Philip 
preached to them the gospel, there was a general acceptance 
of it, and a profession of faith by baptism. Even Simon 
believed, and was baptized by Philip, yet with a faith with- 
out repentance (v. 22) ; with a conviction that the gospel was 
true and from God, being persuaded that what he himself 
pretended to do, Philip did in the name of Christ. 

Verse 14.—The state of things was such in Samaria, that 
the apostles (the body of apostles) sent Peter and John 
thither.— Had received the word of God: That is, there was a 
belief in it of some sort, but not a general acceptance of the 
gospel with such a reception as implies a real, religious faith. 
The two leading apostles were deputed by the rest, the body 
acting in Christ’s name. ; 

Verses 15-17—When the two apostles went down from 
Jerusalem, they prayed for them (for the Samaritans), that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. The evangelist then adds par- 
enthetically, that up to that time (v. 16) the Spirit had fallen 
upon noge of them: only they had been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. He does not intend to say that their faith, thus 
far, was a mere belief in Christ without any fruits of the 
Spirit,—a conviction that Christ was the Messiah, whom even 
the Samaritans expected (John 4: 29, 42), but that such 
effects of the Spirit’s power, as had been seen at Jerusalem on 
and after the day of Pentecost following Christ’s resurrec- 
tion, had not been seen there. Some may have been true 
penitents, some may not have been; but something was want- 
ing there which was manifest at Jerusalem.—Then (v. 17) 
they laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
Not even the seven received this gift, nor did they confer it 
on others, although Stephen had the gift of working miracles 
(6:8). In other words, that effect on the minds and souls 
of believers, by which they were quickened, and quickened 
others, had not as yet been imparted, and Philip had had 
no power given to him to impart it. 

Verses 18, 19.— But when Simon saw that, through laying on 
of the apostle’s hands, the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them 
money, saying, Give me this power, that on whomsoever I lay my 
In verse 18 holy is 
omitted, before Spirit, or Ghost, by several of the best manu- 
scripts and other authorities, but is retained in verse 19, 
Simon saw that the two apostles had a powerover men differ. 
ent from his own, and wholly superior. It does not appear 
that he wished it for the purpose of doing evil to others, but 
simply for increasing his own power and carrying on a gain- 
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ful traffic. Probably he had no conception that, if a believer 
misused the gift conferred by the apostles, it would depart 
from him by the failure of his faith, or be for his own destruc- 
tion. He had hitherto some extraordinary powers by which 
he made money, and wished to add this to his stock in trade. 


He was a bad man, and did not believe that Peter greatly | 


differed from himself. He may have thought that he him- 

self was assisted in his magic arts, or he may have imposed 

on men by sleight of hand. However this might be, he had 

no conception but that Peter and all men had their price. 

But he may have thought that Peter was simple also, and J 
could be made to believe that he himself would use the gift so 

as actually to do good, as men in the professions took pay for 

benefiting others. 

Verse 20.—But Peter said unto him, Thy silver perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the gift of God with money : 
The first clause is in the form of a wish, which expresses the 
highest indignation ; it is, however, not a form of desire, but 
of righteous anger, like a curse pronounced by one of the old 
prophets. The literal translation is, “ May thy silver money 
be with thee unto destruction;” where the preposition unto, 
into, implies motion followed by rest, “ May thy money go 
into perdition and perish.” Because thow hast thought, etc.: 
This clause gives the reason for the apostles’ imprecation. The 
wickedness of Simon was so great in supposing that God’s 
gift could be bought as to show a state of heart which deserved 
and called for destruction. 
the end of the verse, occurs seven times in the New Testa- 
ment—twice in Mark, five times in Luke’s writings—once 
only in the singular. 

Verse 21.—Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter. Lot: 
That is, portion assigned by lot, which is especially a Hebrew 
sense of a cognate word, because in the division of inheri- 
tances or shares the decision was by lot. These words, being 
synonymous, convey a double force; as we say, no right or 
title. Matter: Literally, thing spoken of; that is, the gift of 
bestowing the Holy Spirit. So Acts 15: 6, the apostles, etc., 
“came together to consider this matter’ (questien, subject) ; 
and 19; 38, “If Demetrius has a matter” (a question or cause 
of complaint).—Right before God: Straight as opposed to 
crooked, sincere, accord to God’s judgment. 

Verse 22.— Repent, therefore, of this thy wickedness: Peter did 
not consider him beyond hope, base, and wicked, as he showed 
himself.— And pray the Lord: Here the weight of authority 
is decidedly in favor of Lord, rather than God; but the 
probability on the whole is that here and in verse 24 it 
points towards God rather than Christ.—Jf, perhaps, the 
thought of thy heart may be forgiven thee. If perhaps: The par- 
ticle rendered perhaps seems to denote after if, “possibly, 
which may be doubtful considering thy wickedness,” and is 
justly rendered perhaps. The thought: In the sense of device, 
contrivance, or plan. The word is nowhere else fougd in the 
New Testament. 

Verse 23.—For I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and 
in the bond of iniquity: Literally, “I look on thee as being, 
J see thee to be.” The preposition translated in here, as in 
verse 20, is into, unto, implying a falling into, and, as a result, 
a being in. The gall of bitterness can be understood as (if the 
genitive of bitterness had the sense of an adjective, bitter gall. 
But the objection made by Meyer against this is entirely 
just,—that it is flat and unmeaning. He gives to bitterness 
the moral sense of maliciousness ; and thus there is a Corwes- 
pondence between the two clauses,—the gall of malice, and 
the bond of iniquity. Malice is the gall, and iniquity is the 
bond. Instead of bond, some give the sense of a bundle, some- 
thing bound together, which is a possible meaning (a bundle 
of iniquity, that is, composed of iniquity), which, however, 
destroys the parallelism between the clauses. -The sense 
then is, “ For I see thee (to have come into and) to be in the 
gall of malice or badness, and the bond of iniquity.’ The 
marginal note of the Revised Version, 
thou wilt become gall (or a gall root of bitterness) and a bond 
of iniquity,” cannot commend itself to the interpreter. 


Verse 24.—And Simon answered and said, Pray ye for ‘me to | 


the Lord: Simon was evidently alarmed, but shows no sign 


of repentance more than Pharaoh, to whom one of the com- | 


mentators has compared him.—T'hat none of the things which 


ye have spoken come upon me: This refers especially to verse | 


20, “Thy silver perish with thee.” 

Verse 25.—T hey therefore (that is, the two apostles), when 
they had testified (that is, when they had given their testimony 
as witnesses to Christ, and to what they had seen and had 
learned through him, which testimony was their principal 
work), and spoken the word of the Lord (the word which Christ 
gave them to speak), returned to Jerusalem, and preached the 
gospel to many villages of the Samaritans: That is, they preached 
on their way back. Of the results of this first mission we 
learn nothing. The word of the Lord here is naturally the 
word of Christ, and this makes it probable that Lord, in verse 
22 and verse 24, is so to be understood. 

Simon “ Magus” is thus brought before us, as one of the 
strange persons in the world at the time of our Lord, but we 
know nothing authentic of him afterwards. By his offer to 
give money to the apostle in order to buy the power of con- | 


ferring the Spirit on others, his name has given rise to the | 


The word translated money, at | 


“For I see that | bs ue j 
| that Philip was more eloquent or persuasive than Simon; | 


word used to denote the crime of Simony; and thus he has 
a brand of infamy attached to him until the end of the world. 
Of the mythical or half-mythical stories preserved concern- 
ing him by some of the earliest patristical writers, and in the 
| Clementines so called (the Homilies, Recognitions, and Epi- 
tome), in which he plays a very important réle, this is not 
the place to speak. 





PRIMITIVE SIMONY. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


Things seem quite natural about these times in that early 
church. The phases of human conduct do little more than 
repeat themselves along the ages; and it does not need the 

wisdom of a Solomon to declare that there is “ nothing new 
| underthe sun.” Dugald Stewart has left the remark in one of 
his chapters: “In reflecting on the repeated reproduction of 
ancient paradoxes by modern authors, one is almost tempted to 
suppose that human invention is limited, like a barrel-organ, to 
a specific number of tunes.” We have all observed that a 
period of deep religious and emotional feeling is apt to be 
accompanied by a stiperstitious and mystical craving for the 
supernatural or the obscure. 

Stephen’s martyrdom brings to light two type characters 
| at once; Saul with harrassing persecutions, and Simon with 
delusions calculated to deceive even the elect. The members 
of the infant Church were driven far and wide. Yet each 
| faithful follower of Christ took his religion with him, and 
| made its force felt for good wherever he went. So the spu- 
rious professions among them were really more dangerous 
than the violent attacks. 

The descriptive term “Magus” is not applied to Simon in 
the Scriptures; it signifies a magician, and referred to his 
occupation rather than to his parentage; it was not a part of 
his legitimate name. One hardly knows how much to believe 
of this wild creature’s biography; but legendary lore is full 
of fables narrating his freaks and impostures. It would 
appear that this man had been residing in Samaria for some 
time previous to the preaching of Philip, and was well 
known there. Probably he performed the usual tricks of a 
juggler, and perhaps added to them some real effects of 
scientific experiment or mechanical art, with which the sim- 
ple multitudes were not familiar. He must have been an 
adept in his business, dexterous, audacious, and shrewd, for 
he fairly overthrew the judgment of the people (Acts 8: 10). 

They all became dupes together ; the wisest and the weak- 
est surrendered to his demands; indeed, he so wrought upon 
their imaginations that they actually accepted him as a 
divine authority (v. 11). 
from the story. 








So now we enumerate our lessons 


1. Mere working of wonders does not prove that a man 
comes from God. ‘For the marvelous performances may not 
be miracles at all. The word “bewitched” is unfortunate 
here ; “astonished” would be better; the new revision says 
“amazed.” In eyery age these so-called revealers of new 
religious systems have become folly-stricken enough to attempt 
what silly people have become weak enough to accept as 
veritable interpositions of God sent straight from heaven. 
Human credulity is swift to assert that what is mysterious is 
divine. So fortune-tellers, spiritualists, necromancers, and 
quacks have swayed men and led women captive. 

2. Miracles are at the best only evidences of Christianity. 
Of themselves, they never converted a soul. The genuine 
wonders wrought ‘by Philip mocked this magician face to 
face; as in Pharaoh’s time, when Moses contended with 
Jannes and Jambres, there was one supreme limit beyond 
which no human sleight of hand could go. 
the sick, and cast out devils; the worried people could per- 
ceive that ; Simon astonished them, but he did not do them 
any advantageous service. 








So they left the impostor, and 
| went over to the Christian deacon in a body (v.12). Not 


not that his miracles stirred them more; but Philip preached 
| Christ. Marvels and wonders arrest the mind, and that is 
| in demand when audiences are dull; but it is the divine 
| Spirit of grace only who touches the heart. How curious it 
| must haye appeared to those spiritually minded converts 
| that Simon Magus at last came over into church with his 
dupes. Philip does not seem to have attacked the sorcerer 
openly, or put him into his sermons; he kept preaching the 
truth, and that broke Simon down. : 
3. The best method always in dealing with error is to pro- 
claim the truth, and leave results to God. We are to advance 
| the banner of Jesus Christ right out into the field brightly 
as if we trusted it, and most opponents will melt away before 
the mere marching of God’s host, without even a skirmish 
(vy. 18). 

4. It is generally prudent to wait for a little before admit- 
ting untested persons into church membership. It is a most 
interesting question, to be decided according to individual 
and local circumstances, how long one is to be delayed in 
ascertaining his own mind before he becomes publicly com- 
mitted. These incidents are worth study in our modern 


times; for if the apostles could be deceived, it is possible for 
church officers now. 


5. Growth in spiritual graces renders one more gentle in 





| 
| 





} 


| converts, as to those who are still unbelievers. 


| word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John (v. 14). 
Philip healed | 


feeling and more charitable to others (vs. 14, 15). The 
apostolic company remained at Jerusalem, waiting tidings 
from all parts of the field, and were glad to hear what the 
Lord was doing. They decided to send a deputation up to 
Samaria at once; our two old friends, Peter and John, went 
over to the scene of action, and began to pray that God 
would bestow upon these people the gift of his Spirit. We 
cannot forget that the last wish we heard of John’s uttering 
concerning Samaritans was that fire might fall on them and 
consume them for discourtesy to Jesus (Luke 9: 52-56). He 
was older now, and kinder, and gentler. 

6. Order ought to be observed in the official organization 
of the church of Christ (vy. 17). These little significant 
forms are not to be lightly esteemed. Understand here that 
the people had received that gift of the Holy Ghost by which 
their hearts had been renewed in conversion; but they had 
not received the extraordinary and peculiar gift of the Holy 
Ghost by the efficiency of which they could work miracles 
Philip could do the works, but could not confer the power to 
do them upon others. There was no physical transmission 
(that we know of ) of anything in this laying on of hands; 
it was a mere sign; it was used in other cases also; officers 
of the churches were ordained with the same formality. lt 
is not likely that all converted persons in Samaria were 
endowed with this superior gift at the time ; some discrimina- 
tion must have been made according to fitnesses of characte: 
or grades of office (1 Cor. 12; 8-11). 

7. Every sin committed in this world has its measure of 
deserved retribution, and meets its appropriate monument 
(vs. 18-20). This hypocrite’s fate it has been to add a new 
word to our language; so, everywhere the Bible goes, that 
wicked thing which he did is held in everlasting remem- 
brance. The dictionary says: “Simony; Latin, simonia ; 
from Simon Magus, who/wished to purchase the power of 
conferring the Holy Spirit; Acts 8.” To this it joins the 
definition: “The crime of buying or selling ecclesiastical 
preferment; or the corrupt presentation of any one to an 
ecclesiastical benefice for money or reward.” 
sorcerer’s monument. 


There is the 
He looked at the matter in a business 
way ; he saw a fortune in it. He knew these two men owned 
something he never possessed. He was accustomed to sell 
all his tricks at a price; he assumed that these apostles were 
also in the market. 
(v. 20). 

8. The essence of a sin resides in the intention lying 
beneath the surface of it (v. 22). Solemn admonition is 
given,in the intimation that a wicked man is held responsi- 
ble for his “thought” (Isa. 55: 7). Peter’s expression 
would look like a curse, if it were not for the suggestion that 
repentance and prayer might yet find the door open for 
pardon. 

9. Profession of religion is not real piety, by any mannex 
of means (v. 21). Was Simon Magus a genuine Christian? 
It seems not. He believed intellectually ; he surrendered to 
some claims on him ; he renounced some sins; he joined the 
church ; he took, up duty; he “continued with Philip;” but 
his purpose was self-seeking. 
exhibits no contrition. 


Simon Peter corrected him forcibly 


He offers no penitence; he 
He is only scared; he asks Peter to 
pray ; he does not say that he is going to ask pardon; he 
pleads only for an escape from penalty. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When the apostles ... heard that Samaria had received th: 
It is 
quite as important to give attention to those who already ar 


If we would 


| work with God, we must be quick to minister to those o1 





whom God has begun to work. If we would please Chris 
we must show our love for those who are his disciples. ‘I: 
give all our time and strength to efforts for the unconverted, 
is to deny to young Christians the help which is needful t 
their encouragement and growth in grace. Securing enlist- 
ments into the Lord’s army ought not to stand in the way of 
training and drilling the recruits. When we hear that any 
one whom we know has received the word of the Lord, then 
is the time to look that one up, and see that he has fitting 
words of counsel and cheer. 

That they might receive the Holy Ghost (v.15). The Holy 
Ghost works in and through believers in Jesus. His blessings 
are imparted to and by those who trust themselves to the 
Saviour of sinners. The apostles at Jerusalem did not take 
it for granted that those in Samaria who believed in Jesus 
were already filled with the Holy Ghost, neither were they 
contented to stay in Jerusalem and pray for an outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost in Samaria. They sent men who wer 
filled with the Holy Ghost, to be a means of imparting the 
Holy Ghost’s influence to those who were not thus filled, 


illed 
So, now, if we would have others share the blessing of 
Holy Ghost, it is for us to be filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
then to goand impart of his power to those in behalf of whou 
we are moved of God. 
When Simon saw that— ... he offered them money (v. 18 

A man who has money is quite likely to suppose that he can 
buy what any one else has. He, perhaps, thinks so much of 


the 
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money himself, that he supposes that everybody else values 
1 to the same extent. It is, indeed, hard for « man of wealth | 
%o realize how much there is beyond the possibility of pur- 
chase by money. And here is one of the chief dangers of 
wealth to any man. It tends to give him an idea of his 
independence ; and to foster in him a belief that somehow he 
is not dependent on his exertions, or on his spirit, or on his 
character, for his attainment of knowledge, or of taste, or of 
affection. There is éverr a danger that he may think he can 
buy favor from God by a discreet use of money in the cause 
of God. Simon Magus is not the last rich man who has had 
that foolish and wicked notion in his mind. 

Give me also this power (v. 19). It was not wrong for Simon 
to value the power which the apostles showed in the service 
of Christ. His wrong was in his proposed way of getting 
a like power. The power of a man of faith, the power of a 
person of Christ-like spirit, the power of one wlro is wise in 
winning souls, the power of an individual who uses his time 
and talents and property for God's glory, and for the welfare 
of humanity, may well be recognized with admiration, and 


even longed for by a devout child of God. But it is one thing | 


to say reverently, and in a trustful spirit, “Give me also this 
power ;” and quite another thing to think of buying such 
power with hard cash, or with any other purchase means. 

Thow hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 
money (v. 20). There are’a good many ways of showing that 
one thinks that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 
He who thinks that he would necessarily be more contented, 
or happier, or more loved, or more truly respected, or more 
useful, or that he would, as a matter of course, have enlarged 
opportunities of getting good and of doing good, if only he 
had wealth, really thinks that the gifts of God can be pur- 
chased with money. This sin of Simon Magus is a more 
common one than some of us have supposed. 

Pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 
thee (v. 22). Simon had not bought the gift of God with 
money. His sin was in thinking that that thing could be 
done, and that he would like to do it. He needed to pray 
that so much of sin as this, in his heart, be forgiven him. 
All of us have need to pray for forgiveness of sins that we 
have not committed, but that we have thought out and 
planned for, and would have committed if the way had been 
open for their committing. There is an awful amount of this 
‘kind of sinning among men. God knows how much there is 
of it. ‘You and I know enough about it to know that we 
have something to do in the praying line in this direction. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M. ©. HAZARD. 


The intervening record in verses 5-13 is well worth study- 
ing. It is, indeed, necessary to be considered on account of 
its bearings upon our lesson, 1.. It shows the providence of 
God with regard to the persecution. The natural inclination 
of the believers was to cling to the city where they had 
learned to believe, and where their Master had suffered. 
Ferce was needed to drive them away so that they might be 
witnesses for Christ “in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” God evidently was overruling 
the evil deeds of his enemies to the furtherance of his own 
will, 2, It manifests a divine plan. Philip was sent down 
to Samaria. He was either a Greek, or a Grecian Jew, and 
80, presumptively, with little or no antipathy to the Samari- 
tans. He did not belong to the class of Jews that had “no 
dealings with the Samaritans.” Persecution scattered the 
word, but God arranged where the seeds should fall. 3. It 
gives a hint of the good that persecution did in the matter 
of developing Christian workers. All that we know of Philip 
before is that he was one of “the seven.” Now heis preach- 
ing the word instead. of merely serving tables. He has 
become Philip “the evangelist” (Acts 21: 8). Heproclaims 
the gospel, and works miracles with apostolic power. In 
Jerusalem, where the apostles were naturally the instructors 
and leaders, such a development was rather repressed by the 
circumstances of the case. The scattering abroad of the dis- 
ciples must have developed many others besides Philip. 
Many a one has been made an effective worker for Christ by 
having the responsibility of work thrust upon him. 4. It 
exhibits the first meeting of Christianity with paganism. 
Simon the sorcerer claimed to be in some sort an incarnation 
of the power of God. The people, probably reiterating his 
own words, spoke of him as “that power of Ged which is 
called Great.” Philip came, and spoke the truth, and the 
lies ceased to live. He showed Christ as the real power of 
God; and the presence of the genuine proved the other to be 
false. Simon himself was overcome. But where others 
believed the truth, he believed the miracles; where they put 
their faith in Jesus as a Saviour, he believed in him as s 
wonder-worker. Philip had no sincerer eonvert—such as he 
was. But Simon’s heart was not changed, nor did its pos- 
seasor have the remotest idea that a dhange ef heart was 
necessary. Now, having come to the lesson, let us note: 
I. Phe Sending of the Aposties.—Obeerve: 1. Why they 
were sent. lt was because the apostles at Jerusalem “heard 
that Samaria had received the word of God.” The news that 


the Samaritans had received the word must have been as 
astounding then as would be the announcement now that the 
Jews are accepting Christ as the Messiah! In spite of the 
hereditary Jewish prejudice against the Samaritans, the apos- 
tles seem to have had no question in regard to recognizing 
the work in Samaria as the work of the Lord. Peter and 
John do not appear to have been sent down as a committee 
of investigation, but to give their apostolic aid and sanction. 
When the news came, perhaps they recalled Christ’s words 
when the Samaritans were flocking to him: “ Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields, that they are white already te 
the harvest.” 2. Who were sent. “Peter and John”—the 
two most prominent in the apostolic band. They were the 
two whose sanction of the work would do the most to give it 
favor im the eyes of all Jewish believers. With Peter they 
sent John, who had asked the Master, when the people of a 
Samaritan village had refused to receive him: “ Lord, wilt 
thou that we bid fire to come down from heaven, and con- 
sume them?” Now John came to pray for those whom once 
he would have smitten! 


II. The Procedure of the Apostles—1. “Prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Ghost.” In the narrative, 
no doubt is cast on the genuineness of the work among the 
Samaritans. They had accepted the good tidings, had 
believed in Christ, and had been baptized. The work of the 
Holy Spirit had been manifest in their conversion, but not 
his pentecostal power. There was lacking that gift of the 
Spirit in his fullness that would be to them a witness of their 
adoption, and that would charge them with divine power. 
Philip had apostolic power in preaching the word and in 
working miracles, but, it would seem, did not have the power 
of conferring this gift of the Holy Ghost. 2. “Then laid 
they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.” 
They did this after they had prayed that the Holy Spirit 
might be given. They did not assume to have the power of 
themselves to.convey this gift. Quite probably the reception 
of this gift was evidenced in some ways similar to those of 
Pentecost ; for the effects of its reception clearly were visible 
to the observant Simon. 


, IIL. Simon’s Offer of Money.—“ When Simon saw that 
through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost 
was given, he offered them money.” It is noteworthy that 
Simon had not thought of offering money before. He had 
beheld the “signs and great miracles’ wrought by Philip, 
and had been amazed by the power thus shown, but he had 
not sought to buy the evangelist’s power. But here was a 
power that impressed him as being superior to that of Philip. 
Quite probably his thought was, that if he could have that, 
he would indeed be “that power of God which is called 
Great.” His only thought was of self. It is quite possible 
that, for a reason similar to that of Simon’s, some are coveting 
the power now shown by Moody, and which has been exhibited 
by Finney, Nettleton, Wesley, Whitefield, and others, They 
would like to be known as “that power of God which is called 
Great.” But those eminent men of God never would have 
obtained such power through the Spirit, if they had desired 
the power for their own exaltation. The Holy Spirit comes 
into those hearts only that are opened to him for his own sake. 
To covet the power of the Spirit, and not to desire the Spirit 
himself, is to lose all possibility of obtaining even the power. 
Noticeable, also, is Simon’s low money estimate of divine 
things. He believed in the purchasing power of money. So 
sordid was he himself, that he had no conception of the fact 
that his offer of money was an insult to the apostles and to 
the Holy Spirit. Money wasSimon’s real god. The worship 
of money blunts many a man’s perception of the fitness of 
things. 

IV. Simon’s Rebuke-—1. The reproof. (1.) “Thy silver 
perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the 
gift of God with money.” Simon discovered that there was 
at least one thing that was not subject to bargain and sale. 
It could be had “without money, and without price,” but in 
no other way. The Father is willing enough to give the 
Holy Spirit to all them that ask him, but earth has not 
wealth enough to purchase a treasure so priceless. If Simon 
had offered his hearé to God, he never would have offered 
money. (2.) “Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter,” 
ete. And yet Simon had believed, after his fashion, and been 
baptized along with the rest. The fact that one’s name is 
upon the roll of the church is not a sure indication of its 
being written in the book of life. And even here, if it be 
wrongly on the roll of the church, in some way it is apt to be 
revealed. Something is quite likely to happen that will dis- 
clese the fact that the heart is not right before God. Simon 
missed the blessing because his heart was not ready to receive 
it. He coveted the power of the Spirit, but did not desire 
the Spirit for his own sake. 

2. The exhortation. “Repent, ... pray.” If the heart is 
not right before God, it can be made right. The discovery 
that it is wrong is a call to repentance and prayer. The 
“if perhaps” in the exhortation peints out the gravity of 
Simon's sin, but the “perhaps” hinged only on the genuiné- 
ness of Simon’s repentance. The “perhaps” is not with 
but with the sinner. , 


answer indicates fear rather than repentance. He was afraid 
of the things which might come upon him as a retribution— 
afraid that he might perish with his silver. He was fearful 
lest the power he had coveted might now be turned against 
him to his destruction. His appeal to Peter to pray for him 
shows how little he was moved to pray for himself. Simon 
turned to Peter rather than to the Lord. Simon’s fear had 
been aroused, but not his faith. It is not a dread of punish- 
ment, but a dread and loathing of sin, with faith in Christ as 
the Saviour of sinners, that will open the gates of life. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


We begin a new quarter with the story of a man who had 
a bad heart. As we learn his story, we shall find who he 
was, what he did, and how he showed what was in his heart. 
Where did the man live? In Samaria we first hear ot 
him; he was a wonder-worker,—did strange things no one 
could understand, and they called it magic, and he called 
himself “some great one,” for he had bewftehed the people, 
with his sorceries, or tricks. Another man came to Bamaria 
who worked wonders too; he healed the lame, cured the 
sick ones trembling with palsy, cast out evil spirits, “and 
there was great joy in that city.” This man did it all in the 
name of One whose gospel he preached. Who was that? 
The man was Philip, and he was one of the seven deacons 
chosen at Jerusalem. Do you remember why so many 
Christians were scattered abroad? When the people of 
Samaria heard Philip preach, they gave heed, paid atten- 
tion, and believed what he taught of the kingdom of God 
and of Jesus Christ. Then many were baptized—both mer 
and women. Among those who watched and listened to 
Philip, came the wonder-worker, Simon himself, and ha 
believed and was baptized like the rest. 

Simon the charmer stayed with Philip the deacon as much, 
as he could, for he wondered when he saw the miracles and 
signs which were done. The news got back to the apostles 
in Jerusalem that the people of Samaria believed the word 
of God, and they sent Peter and John to help. How glad 
they were to spread the news of Jesus in the city of Samari 
among people who used to be enemies to the Jews! They} 
prayed with them and for them, and that they might receive 
the Holy Ghost in power as it had been given when they 
prayed in Jerusalem. Can you tell of the times when the 
Holy Ghost came upon them? When they prayed, they 
laid their hands on those who believed in Jesus, and the 
Holy Ghost came upon them. We do not know how they 
were able to show the power they had received, or whether 
they could preach or work wonders like the apostles, but 
there was some sign that the Spirit had come upon them. 
Simon was watching all the time, and thinking to himself, 
“ What a grand thing it would be for me in my business if I 
could do all this by laying my lands on people.” He counted 
it all over,—how much money he could make, and what he 
could afford to pay fer it, if these apostles would give him 
the secret of their power. Then he came to Peter and John, 
with money in his hand, and said, “Give me this power, 
that on whom I lay hands they may receive the Holy Ghost.” 

How quickly the Spirit showed Peter the miserable thoughts 
of Simon’s heart! Would Peter touch that money, made by 
tricks and offered to buy God’s Holy Spirit, wanted for the 
purpose of adding to a conjurer’s wretched gains? Peter 
said to Simon, “ Thy money perish with thee.” That meant, 
his money, made by deceit, and offered to make a trade of 
the holy things of God, could never do any good. Simon 
had said he believed and had been baptized. He did believe 
that Philip really did the wonders of healing which he saw, 
and he knew they were not tricks like his own; he was g] 
to become one of that baptized company, and, with the fame 
he had before, he expected to do a great deal more to make 
himself rich and famous. Peter saw just how much and what 
he believed. Simon did not say he repented of any sin, or 
believed in Jesus as his Saviour; the fault was in his heart— 
the same proud, selfish, tricky. heart he had all the time. 
What did Peter tell him about it? Was it an honest heart? 
Why do you think not? What was the difference between 
the wonders which Simon did and which Philip did in 
Samaria? Which were to make others better? Which to 
relieve suffering? What made the great joy in that city? 
When Simon knew that his heart was not right, what coul 
he do? Peter talked plainly about his wickedness; he ar 
him that he was so full of evil that his whole heart and’ 
thoughts and life were bitter and hateful, and his habits of 
sinning so strong that he was like a slave bound with chains 
that he could not break. What were all his charms and his 
magic good for if he could not break away from such bonds? 

Peter told him two things to do—repent, and pray God. 
Repent, repent, that was Peter’s word everywhere, and every 
time he talked of sin and of the forgiveness of God. Did 
Simon repent? Not a word ever tells us that he did. We 
find nothing that shows that he ever wanted or tried to turn 
away from sin, or that he turned to God and Jesus. Did he 
pray? No. He asked Peter to pray for him. Did he say 
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his sins for Jesus Christ’s sake? Nota word of that; it was 
fear for himself, not the fear of God, which made him ask 
Peter to pray. He was a coward, afraid of the things Peter 
had said, afraid he and his money were going to be lost 
together, for he asked Peter to pray that none of these things 
which he had said should come upon him. 

Do you know whether Simon repented of his wickedness ? 
The Bible does not tell us, but there are some old histories, 
which may be true or may not, which relate how Simon went 
en in his wicked courses, following the apostle Peter where- 
ever he went, and trying to defeat the work and will of God. 
And the same histories tell us that, at last, he came to a vio- 
lent death, while attempting to make the multitude believe 
that he was the “ power of God.” 

This strange story shows how a heart looks that is full of 
sin. What can you see in Simon’s heart? (For this lesson 
an outline of a heart would be appropriate, on the board, and 
written within, the characteristics as drawn out by questions.) 
Pride; he called himself “a great one.” Unbelief ; while he 
professed to be a believer. For whose glory did he want to 
work more wonders? Selfishness and cunning were in all his 
thoughts, and fear was there with all the other dreadful things. 
Do hearts nowadays look anything like Simon’s? Would 
you be sorry if you thought such things were in your heart? 
What two things did Peter tell Simon to do? Would you 
like to know how to turn away from such ways of sin, and 
have some sweet simple word to say in prayer? 

God has given in his word the very prayer we need, and 
he will do just what you ask if you repent and truly say, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God.” 

Next week we shall have a different picture, and learn 
what made a glad, rejoicing heart. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





THE GIFT OF GOD. 





L IT 18 A GIFT TO THE UNDESEMVING. 
“IN THAT, WHILE WE WERE YET SINNEES, CHRIST 
DIED FOR us.” 
2 IT IS A FREE GIFT. 


“THE FREE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST 
Jzsus.” 


wre ae 


% IT CANNOT BE PURCHASED, 


“THY MONEY PERISH WITH THEE, BECAUSE THOU 
HAST THOUGHT THAT THE GIFT OF GOD MAY BE PUR- 
CHASED WITH MONEY,” 


4 IT SHOULD BE RECEIVED THANEFULLY. 


“WHAT SHALL I RENDER UNTO THE LORD FOR ALL 
HIS BENEFITS TOWARD ME? I WILL TAKE THE CUP 
OF SALVATION.” 





THANKS BE UNTO GOD FOR HIS 
UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


[The first hymn of this list, set to a suitable tune, is to be found in 
The Scholars’ Quarterly.) 
* Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 
“ Am I a soldier of the cross.” 
“© for a faith that will not shrink.” 
“ Who's on the*Lord’s side.” 
“ Go forward, Christian soldier.” 
“ Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 
“Onward, Christian soldiers.” 
“ Must Jesus bear the cross alone.” 
“ Soldiers of Christ, arise.” 
** Stand up, my soul, shake off thy fears.” 
“ Brethren, while we sojourn here.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Who tried to buy the power of bestowing the Holy Spirit ? 
(Title.) What did Peter tell him was the cause of his sin? 
(Gelden Text.) 

Point out and bound Samaria. Who were the Samaritans, 
and what was their religion? (2 Kings 17: 23-41.) When 
did Samaria first receive the gospel? (John 4: 40-42.) When 
did certain Samaritans refuse to receive Jesus? (Luke 
9: 52-56.) When were the disciples forbidden to preach in 
Bamaria? (Matt. 10:5.) When was this order counter- 
manded? (Acts 1:8.) How did Samaria receive the gospel 
after the descent of the Holy Spirit? (Acts 8:4-8.) Why 
were the Samaritans peculiarly impressed by the nature of 
the miracles wrought through Philip? (v.9.) Who was this 
Philip? Who was this Simon? Is it possible, or impossible, 
to believe in Christ without feeling sorrow for sin? (cau- 
tlously v.13.) Just what did Simon believe? What is the 
duty of the Church toward companies of baptized believers 
beyond the reach of its communion? (vs. 14-17.) How were 
Peter cad John able to communicate to them the Holy Spirit? 
@v. 16. Gould Philip have done the same for them, er could 


he not? What power of the Holy Spirit had they already 
received, and in what power did Peter and John pray that 
he might be received? Why did they desire this miracu- 
lous power for them ? (Mark 16: 15, 17, 20.) What promise 
to Peter was in a measure fulfilled on this occasion? (Matt. 
16: 18,19.) Was the Holy Spirit ever given through the 
laying on of any other than the apostles’ hands? How 
is our conception of spiritual things affected by the carnal 
desires and passions of our heart? (vs. 18, 19.) To what 
end did Simon covet this power? (see v. 10.) Was the 
desire for fame, or for wealth, probably his ruling passion ? 
Is it probable that he did, or did not, know the sin he was 
committing? What was his sin? Does the guilt of a sinner 
lie in the conception, or in the execution, of his evil deeds? 
(vs. 20.) Is the sin less, or equally enormous, to think that 
the gift of God may be purchased with good works? What 
did Peter mean by “Thy money perish with thee”? Was 
Simon a regenerated man, or was he not? (v. 21.) In what 
respect are all regenerated hearts rightgand in what respect 
not right, in the sight of God? (Rom. 7: 21-23.) Did Peter 
prophesy Simon’s eternal destruction, in verse 20, or did he 
believe pardon possible? (v. 22.) Should the sinner’s con- 
dition and prospect be pointed out in mild or in strong 
language? (v. 23.) Did Simon desire to escape from his 
sins, or only from their punishment? (v. 24.) If men could 
escape the penalty of their sins without forsaking them, how 
many would be saved? What is the most profitable business 
in which we can engage as we travel from place to place? 
(v. 25.) 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


Simon Magus, as he is called by writers outside of the 
sacred record, owes his name to the Greek word, in verse 9, 
which is rendered by “used sorcery.” This is doubtless the 
correct rendering, and the same that is given in the Oriental 
versions. It means by derivation to act or practice as a 
magus. This last is an Indo-Germanic word, probably old 
Persian, which has a great variety of meanings. Its earliest 
meaning, so far as we know, was that of a member of a reli- 
gious sect, and of a political party that included the more 
cultivated. Then it came to mean almost anything learned 
or pretentious, from a wise man or a theologian to a magician, 
a juggler, or a quack. In the New Testament we have the 
two extremes: first in the magi, or wise men who came from 
the East to worship the infant Jesus; and again in the parti- 
ciple in verse 9 of this chapter. Simon was doubtless a 
learned magician, and vesy largely a quack. Secular history 
has followed him up, but it is impossible to separate the true 
from the fabulous. As to his quackery, that would seem 
plain from verses 9-11. As to his belief, Peter expounds 
that from one point of view; and as to the other, it is plain 
that he recognized Peter and John as his superiors in one 
branch of the occult art; a branch entirely occult to him. 

In the large cities of the East, this kind of magus is by no 





means uncommon; though they no longer can be followed 
and believed in as “the great power of God.” In Lane’s 
Modern Egyptians the general subject is treated very well; 
but reading does not show the thing as well as seeing. The 
magus is almost always an itinerant, having with him a small 
boy to aid either in performing the tricks or in drawing off 
the spectators’ attention during some difficult manipulation. 
To almost all the speeches of the magus this boy is an echo 
(and a rather more judicious echo than that one in “ Jocosus 
Hebricosus,” which cost two thousand five hundred florins, 
but echoed “Aaron” for “Amor”), The magician has all 
the talking tricks of the Occidental craft, only he mixes up 
many languages, and is continually calling out “ Ya Afrtt” 
(O Afrit!), as if the spirits would come te help him. Accord- 
ing to the custom of the country, he sits while performing 
his tricks, except for those that actually require standing. 
One who knows the tricks can as readily spoil or stop their 
success a3 he can with an Occidental juggler. To all appear- 
ance, they have the same methods. I once thus interfered 
with the change of a copper coin (im my hand) to a golden 
lira; and the juggler did his best, by talk and motions, by 
changing the language, by making the boy perform various 
queer antics, to draw off my attention for aninstant. At last, 
with a sudden start, he said, in broken English, “ What you 
bet not a five franc there?” I pointed to a vulture on-a roof 
near by, parodied his “ Ya Afrt” by a “ Ya nisr” (addressing 
the bird), and showed him an American half-dollar in my 
my hand. Whether he had caught sight of the silver edge 
or not, I could not say; but a hearty laugh followed, and 
then a series of brilliant tricks, and passing round the hat. 

However, magic is still believed in in the East; and the 
belief helps out the support of the magicians some, though 
still more that of the physicians. 

The power of money is so well understood among us that 
it seems superfluous to speak of its power among the Orientals 
in things ecclesiastical. Perhaps as between Occidental and 
Oriental simony, the latter is the least heinous. In this world, 
it is folly, of course, to ignore the ufflity or necessity of the 
material element, whether it be money or physical power. 





good work. But simony in the East has not so exclusively 
an element of covetousness as it has in the West. In the 
East it is rather to be classified in that grade of infirmity 
which persuades a man that his counsels or his speeches are 
necessarily as golden as his money; who thinks (to suppose 
an extreme case) that his money gifts to this or that theo- 
logical seminary, for instance, qualify him to instruct the 
students as well as those who have given up all hopes of 
wealth for the sake of being qualified in the gifts of teaching 
or prophecy. But not even those lower gifts of the Spirit are 
to be purchased with money only; however large a part it 
may contribute thereto. The gift of prophecy is not always 
purchased by purchasing an audience; whether, as in former 
centuries, the purchaser be a priest in orders, or, as sometimes 
in the present century, down nearly to our own times, he be 
of some other walk in life. 
The “ gall of bitterness” is a Hebraized expression which 
finds a pretty close parallel both in classic Greek and in the 
Old Testament. The bitterness means, not the bitter fruits 
of sin, but the bitterness (and peevishness) of heart which 
belongs to those who are yet bound by iniquity as a pre- 
sumably congenial bond. An opposite is the “bond of peace,” 
though the contrast is not diametrical, The marginal render- 
ing “gall root” derives its authority from the Septuagint use 
of the word, where it stands as the equivalent of wormwood 
or the like. The “bond of iniquity” is quoted from Isaiah 
58: 6 (“bands of wickedness” in our version), with scarcely 
a shade of difference in meaning. The meaning here is that 
Simon was still bound up in a bundle by a band made of his 
iniquity. 
Now to turn back a little, Peter calls him to assume a new 
mind, a different mind from this wickedness (or badness, 
rather), if haply he can. The “thought of his heart,” or that 
on which his mind is fixed, cannot be forgiven till he aban- 
dons it for a new set of desires. The “if perhaps” is a form 
of speech which refers to the possibility of his taking a new 
mind ; not to any doubt as to whether he could be forgiven. 
All this is very clear in the Greek; and at least as brilliantly 
light in the Syriac; but our English almost fails to convey 
the idea in its liveliness. To an Oriental it is all plain 
enough. To render the “if perhaps” by a “so that” would 
be a rather rude attempt to cut the knot presented in the 
English, and would be untrne to the Oriental conception. 
One of the fathers relates that a statue was afterwards 
erected to Simon at Rome, as Saint Simon. But it is more 
than doubtful. More than three hundred years ago an 
inscription was found, corresponding in tenor and location 
to the alleged of this statue; but it had reference only to an 
ancient Sabine deity, whose name sounded something like 
Simon Sanctus. 





THE STORY OF SIMON THE SORCERER. 
[From Dr. William Smith’s New Testament History.) 


The history of Simon Magus isa remarkableone. Accord- 
ae Justin Martyr \Avel. 1: 26), he was born at Gitton, a 
village of Samaria, identified with the modern Kuryet Jit, 
near N&abulus. He was probably educated at Alexandria, 
and there became acquainted with the eclectie tenets of the 
Gnostic school. Either then or subsequently he was a pupil 
of Dositheus, who preceded him asa teacher of Gnosticism in 
Samaria, and whom he crane with the aid of Cleobius. 

Simon is first introduced to us in the Bible as practicing 
magical arts in a city of Samaria, perhaps Sychar (Acts8: 5; 
compare John 4: 5), and with such suecess that he was pro- 
nounced to be “the power of God which is called great.” 

Simon’s history, subsequently to his meeting with Peter, 
is involved in difficulties. Early Church historians depict 
him as the pertnenove foe of the Apostle Peter, whose move- 
ments he followed for the purpose of seeking encounters, in 
which he was signally defeated. His first encounter with 
Peter took place at Ceesarea Stratonis (according to the 
Constitutiones Apostolicae, 6: 8), whence he followed the 
tle to Rome. Eusebius makes no mention of this first 
encounter, but represents Simon’s journey to Rome as follow- 
ing immediately after the interview recorded in Scripture ; 
but his chronological statements are evidently confused; for 
in the very same chapter he states that the meeting between 
the two at Rome took place in the reign of Claudine, some 
ten years after the events in Samaria. Justin Martyr, with 
greater consistency, represents Simon as having visited Rome 
in the reign of Claudius, and omits all notice of an encounter 
with Peter. His success there was so great that he was 
deified, and a statue was erected in his honor, with the 
inscription “Simoni Deo Sancto” [To Simon the Holy God 
(Apes. 1: 26, 56). The above statements can be reconcil 

y by assuming that Simon made two expeditions to Rome, 
the first in the reign of Claudius, the second, in which he 
encountered Peter, in the reign of Nero, about the year 68 ; 
and even this takes for granted the disputed fact of Peter's 
visit to Rome. 

His death is associated with the meeting in question; 
according to i pe tay the earliest authority on the subject, 
Simon was buried alive at his own request, in the confident 
assurance that he would rise again on the third day (Adv. 
Har. 6: 20). According to another account, he attempted to 
fly in p of his supernatural power; in answer to the pray- 
ers of Peter, he fell and sustained a fracture of his thigh and 
ankle bones (Conatitut. Apostol. 2: 14; 6:9); overcome with 
vexation, he committed suicide (Arnob. Adv, Gent. 2: 7). 

Simon is generally pronounced by early writers to have 
been the founder of heresy. It is difficult to understand how 
he was guilty of heresy in the proper sense of the term, inas~ 
much as he was not a Christian; perhaps it refers to hia 
attempt to combine Christianity with ici He is 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{All unobjectionable publications received will romptly noticed 
under this head. The interests of our readers wine guide us in making 
further notice.) 


BOOKS. 


Bite ie Theclony and Modern Thought. By L. z. Ownenae, D.D, 12mo, pp. 
Boston: Lee and Shepax Price, $ 


Engh Literature in the Kighteenth genenen, By Thomas Sergeant 
erry. 12mo, pp. xiii, 450. New York: Harper and Brothers. 


Out ofthe Way. By Helen Louisa Taylor. T)lustrated by A. H. Collins. | 
12mo, pp. 238, New York: E. and J. B. Young & Co. Price, $1.25. 


One of a Covey. By the author of Honor Bright. Illustrated by H. J. A. 
om les. I2mo, pp. 282. New York: E. and J. B. Young & Co. Price, 
1.2 


Tim and Tip; or, The adventures of aboy andadog. By James Otis. 
Hustrated by'W. A. Kogers. 16mo, pp. 179. New York: Harper and 
srothers. 


Shandon Bells; a noyel. By William Black, author of A Princess of 
Thule, Macleod of Dare, ete. 12mo, illustrated, pp. 414. New York: 
Harper and Brothers. 


Recollections of Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, late Deen of Westminster : 
“‘hree lectures delivered in Kdinburghi in November, 1882. By George 
Granville Bradley, D.D., Dean of Westminster. 12mo, pp. xiv, 142. 
New York: Char es Scribner’ sSons. Price, $1.00. 


Ice-Pack and Tundra: an account of the search for the Jeannette and a 
sledge journey through Siberia. By William H. Gilder, pgoerempend 
ent of the New York Herald with the Rodgers Search Expedition; 
author of Schwatka's Search, With maps and illustrations. 8vo, pp. 

xii, #4. New York: Charles Scribner's Son’s. Price, $4.00, 


PAMPHLETS. 


Shandon Bells; a novel. By William Black. (The Franklin Square 
i mpeg ) tio, illustrated, pp. 81. New York: Harper and Brothers. 
*rice, 20 cents. 


Unspotted From the World: a novel. = =. G. W. Godfrey. (The 
ranklin Square pemey. ) 4to, pp. New York: Harper and 
Brothers. Price, 2 cen 


James Nasmyth, Engineer: an autobiography. " Waltea by Samuel 
Smiles, author of Self Help, ete. (The. ranklin Square Library.) 
4to, pp. 78. New York: Harper and Brothers. Price, 20 cents. 


James and Philip Van ip, Maen! two episodes in the history of the four- 
teenth century. By James Hutton, author of Missionary Work in 
a ag ith Seas. (The Franklin Sqiiare aaa! 4to, pp. 62. New 
York: Harper and Brothers. Price, 20 cents, 





. ON THE DESERT.* 


Although books of Eastern travel are already a great 
library in themselves, there is always room for another 
freshly told story of travel in the East. And of the 
three great lands of the Bible—Egypt, Arabia, and Pales- 
itine—Arabia is least known to the general reader; and 
thas, therefore, more attractions as a field of research. 

The peninsula of Sinai in Arabia lies between Egypt 
on the west and Palestine on the north. As Egypt was 
the land of bondage, and Palestine was the land of rest, 
to the people of God; so the desert of Arabia between 
these lands was the land of training for those who had 
come out from the place of bondage and were seeking 
the place of rest. It was the training-school of Moses, 
of the Israelites, of Elijah, of Paul, and, as such, it is 
full of rich associations with the Biblestory. But as the 
modern traveler who finds himself in Egypt is not com- 
monly in search of a training-school, he is likely to take 
a short cut to Palestine by the wayof the Philistines, or 
by sea to Joppa, instead of going around by the longer 
route of Mount Sinai and of Kadesh-barnea, or of Mount 
Seir; and when he tells of his travels he has nothing to 
say of a land he did not traverse. 

Of the modern books which describe the peninsula of 
Sinai, the ampler ones—such as those of Burckhardt, 
Ruppell, Laborde, Russegger, Von Schubert, Robinson, 
Palmer, and President Bartlett—are written from a 
scientific standpoint, and are not so well suited to gen- 
eral reading as many of the books of Egyptian and Holy 
Land travel. And even the more popular travels in this 
region—like those of Sir Frederick Henniker, Lord 
Lindsay, W. H. Bartlett, Dr. Durbin, Dr. Olin, Miss 
Martineau, Caroline Paine, Horatius Bonar, and Philip 
Schaff—have only quickened the desire for other and 
later sketches by new observers. In this view of the 
case it is, that the desert of Sinai would seem a pecu- 
liarly attractive region for such an observer and traveler 
as the-veteran editor of The New York Evangelist. 

Dr. Field has remarkable qualities as a descriptive 
writer, His books of travel, in his world-wide journey- 
ing, have won admiring readers without number; and 
a new book from his pen has its large constituency 
assured in advance. In his book On the Desert, Dr. 
Field has not attempted a scientific work, but has pre- 
sented a series of desert pictures which will give pleasure 
to many who would not be attracted by a more preten- 





tious volume. Desert travel, the people of the desert, 
the mountains of Sinai, convent life, and various per- 
sonal experiences—of adventure with robbers, of illness, 
and of acquaintanceship—are sketched with vividness 
An exceptional freshness is shown in the treatment of 
some of the less familiar, but not less important, sites of 
the desert; as, for example, Castle Nakhl, a military | 
station in mid-desert for the guarding of the annual | 
pilgrim caravan from Cairo to Mecca. This site Dr. Field | 
looks at as “the cross-roads of two races and two reli- | 





*On the Desert; with a brief review of events in i. B 
M. New Ghasies Boris 5a | 


Field, B.D, i York: Char 
ry eed map, pp. i, 330. or! 


| There are also some fine floral cards with such inscrip- | 


gions—the Hebrew coming up from the South, from 
Sinai, bearing the Law of God to the land promised for 
his inheritance; and the Arab coming from the East. 
with the scimitar in his hand, to carry Islam into Africa. 
The Hebrew passed, and did not return; but where the 
Arab passed, the wave of Islam has continued to flow 
from that day to this.” And his reflections on the les- 
sons and suggestions of that site are full of interest to 
the thoughtful reader. 

A very good map of the Peninsula of Sinai, con- 


veniently arranged for use while reading, accompanies of Righteousness. Twice that number of analogies are 


| the volume; and in every respect the book well meets | 


the requirements of its field. 





There is an easy optimism which finds expression in 
the magazines, and in belles-lettres generally, which is 
at bottom as hostile to Christianity as any of the more 


who is affected, to his spiritual hurt, by this optimistic 
indifferentism, he should, by all means, get such a one 
to read Dean L. T. Townsend’s new book on Bible 
Theology and Modern Thought. Dean Townsend is one 
of the more prominent philosophical writers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and in his connection 
with Boston University he has long been known as an 
educator, To the careless evasion that “God is good; 
and therefore—” Dean Townsend opposes “ Nature, 
red in beak and claw with ravine,” and also evidences 
the dire effects which sin entails in this life, not only 
upon the guilty, but upon the innocent. Of course, this 
train of thought is not new; Butler, in his Analogy, and, 
indeed, all the anti-deistical writers of the last two cen- 
turies, employ it to good effect; but Dean Townsend 
presses it in this work with a persistency and intensity 
which verge on the extreme. This argument should be 
used cautiously, and simply as a means of showing that 
the difficulties which are found in the Bible are to be 
found also in the book of nature; when it is made too 
prominent, it is apt to produce a false impression regard- 
ing both nature and the Bible. Special chapters discuss 
skeptical difficulties regarding the existence of God, the 
question of the Trinity, the atonement, etc. It should be 
said that, while this volume may be found useful in answer- 
ing the questions which arise in minds of a certain range, 
to others it might act as a direct stimulant to skepticism. 
It would, for instance, be unwise to put it into the hands 
of a young person of a pessimistic turn of mind; for its 
prevailing severity of thought would encourage the 
morbid sentimentalism which is the root of pessimism. 
(12mo, pp.332. Boston: Lee and Shepard. Price, $1.50.) 


Easter has, in some respects, remained more exclu- 
sively a Christian festival than most other holidays 
of the Christian Year. In the matter of holiday cards, 
this is specially evident. Christmas cards now include 
all sorts of topics, from the Birth at Bethlehem down to 
the arrival of Jumbo; but the Easter cards, though the 
same secularizing tendency is observable here also, 
adhere pretty closely to the resurrection idea. For this 
year, L. Prang & Co. present a new series of Easter 
Cards, which are models—many of them—of delicate 
harmony of coloring and of felicitous conception. One 
of the prettiest is a delicately tinted card with a neutral- 
colored disk in the centre, out of which looks the sunny 
face of a little boy, and beneath is the motto, “ Whoso’ 
shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth 
me.” The central piece is surrounded with leaves and 
blossoms. The effect of the whole is simple and pathetic. 
Other cards show fine studies of Easter lilies and passion- 
flowers, and the Easter egg and the resurrection cross are 
made centres for tasteful floral arrangements. In all 
these cards the harmony of coloring is well preserved ; 
even the natural tints of the paper and the colorings of 
the silk fringes are made to bear their part in the gen- 
eral effect. Temperance workers will find this year a 
new set of Easter cards for their especial use. These are 
issued by Miss Julia Colman of 76 Bible House, New 


| ject—and the reader. 
rabid forms of unbelief. If the reader knows of any one | 





York, and they embrace several styles and sizes. The 
Coming Man and The Coming Woman cards, with their | 
bright pictures of child-faces and their anti-drink motto, | 


should be helpful for work among the very little ones. | 


tions as this: “ Behold the Lamb of God. Holy, harm- | 


| less, and undefiled, which he could not be if he made, | 


drank, or gave to others a foul pola. “ 


If there are any books which can properly be classed 
among those which Lamb calls “books which are no 
| books,” the subscription volume which is meant to be 
sold by traveling agents in the rural districts is certainly 
one of them. That volume is generally made up of 





gorgeous plates (second-hand) and an unceasing gush of 


sentiment (second-hand also); and it may be recognized 
afar off by its showy and cumbersome binding, its thick 


, ; and heavy paper, and its general redundancy of tissue. 


One of the best books of the rural-subscription variety 
is The Celestial Symbol Interpreted by the Rev. Dr. 
Herbert W. Morris. This is a long-drawn-out analogy 
between the sun of nature and the Sun of Righteousness. 
It abounds in plates colored and uncolored. There are 
nine analogies, each traced through a chapter, between 
the sun, considered as the primary globe, and the Sun 


found when the sun is treated of as a source of light. 
Ten analogies are seen in the sun as a source of heat; 
two in the sun as the source of actinism; and one in the 
sun as a magnetic centre. Nine analogies in the sun 
considered as the source of gravitation exhaust the sub- 
The aim of the author is legiti- 
mate enough; he wishes to trace the thoughts of God 
as they are embodied in nature. Butif he had presented 
his work in about one-tenth of the space which it now 
occupies, it would have run a much better chance of 
being read, and of proving profitable when read. (8vo, 
colored plates, pp. 704. Philadelphia: J. C. McCurdy 
& Co.) 


It was to be expected that Dean Bradley, the suc- 
cessor of Dean Stanley in the deanery of Westminster, 
should want to tell the public what he knew of his 
world-known predecessor; and accordingly we have 
from the new Dean of Westminster his Recollections of 
Arthur Penrhyn Stanley. The volume is made up of 
three lectures which were delivered in Edinburgh, and 
it abounds in local allusions which may interfere some- 
what with the interest which it should excite in the 
wider public to which it is now addressed. It is a 
pleasantly written book; but one rather for cursory 
reading than@or permanent preservation as a memorial 
of the late dean. It outlines in a popular way the chief 
events in Stanley’s life and the salient points of his 
religious and theological opinions; but it adds nothing 
new to our knowledge of Stanley asa man. (12mo, pp. 
xiv, 142. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, 
$1.00.) 


Romance is not the child of any one nation, or any 
one culture; and indeed the tales which spring up in 
the less complex civilizations have often a simplicity 
and sweetness which are lacking in the more carefully 
wrought romances of formal literature. Here, for 
instance, is T’he Golden Lotus and other legends of Japan, 
by Mr. Edward Greey. These tales include not only 
Mr. Greey’s own portraitures of Japanese customs, but 
also the stories of religion, of life, and of love wherewith 
the Japanese while away their wearier hours. Many of 
these stories are at once amusing and pathetic, and their 











“ morals” are logical in their very lack of logic. They 
are all short; and they are all interesting. (Square 
8vo, pp. 144. Boston: Lee & Shepard.) 
WORK AND WORKERS. 
———— 

CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1883. 
Indian Territory, inter-tribal, at Vinita.............. March 29, 30 
California, state, at, Los Angelos..........cceeesesees cerned A pril —— 
Georgia, state, at Augusta........csccceccererereecsernes ceeeeenes May 2-4 
West Virginia, state, at Moundsville.........s.ceresereeees May 22-24 
New York, state, at Hudsonm..........csccecseerereeecesenesnenes June 5-7 
Minnesota, state, at Minneapolis..............:00+ cesses seeneees June 5-7 
Ohio, state, at Galion... cece seeserersesreressses soneeeees June 5-8 
Indiana, state, at Muncie...........0+sesereeeesseeereeese ceeene June 12-14 
Nebraska, state, at Columbus........00scccseeeecsreeseeseeees June 12-14 
Tennessee, state, at Mont Eagle............ccsseessseeesesees June 27-29 
Oregon, state, at Salem..........cccseeceesescseeeeseeees November —— 
Rhode Island, state, at scones esesceserseees November 7, 8 
New Jersey, state, at Trenton............sscceeeeeeees November 14-17 


SUMMER ASSEMBLIES. 
Sunday-school Assembly for the South, at Mont Eagle, Grundy 





County, Témmesseey........20.scseeceeeeccee senses sneens coneee July —— 
Lake Bluff Sunday-school Assembly, at Lake Bluff, near 
Chicago, Illimois...........cccecsecereceseeees July 17 to August 1 

| Chautauqua Sunday-school Assembly, at Chautauqua, New 
Te OEM penvhsens nnncensse spoosqunauns cocusousson enqoensee cancacees August 1-21 
New England Sunday-school Assembly, at Framingham, Massa- 
CRUSCCES ..0ccccce svccceccovencces seceeeees seesesecnsecsecevces August 22-30 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL, 

— Perhaps no English city has proportionately a larger 
part of its adult population in Bible classes than has Bir- 
mingham. At the recent annual meeting of the Farm 
Street Adult Bible Classes, reference was made to the 
great progress which has been made in that city along 
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this lineof work. Every year new adultclasses are being 
opened, and most of the classes are increasing in mem- 
bership. At present the Bible-class membership is a 
little over seven thousand. Itshould be remembered, of 
course, that in England adult attendance at Sunday- 
school is a much rarer thing than it is in the United 
States. 


—One of the questions which was set for discussion at 
the fourth Sunday-school convention of all Germany was, 
what means to employ for the winning of the children 
to Sunday-school. But the discussion of that took a dif- 
ferent bent from what the theme seemed to suggest; for 
all the -workers testified that the children came in so 
freely that the live question was rather how to win teach- 
ers to the Sunday-school in order to provide for the 
children who came. Germany is a Sunday-school field 
which is ripe for the harvest; but as yet the laborers are 
few. The sense of the convention was that the Sunday- 
school must be a self-perpetuating institution, and that 
the present teachers should devote much care and time 
to the training of teachers from among the scholars 
themselves. 


— One of the most successful Sunday-school agencies 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Michigan is the 
Sunday-school Convocation and Teachers’ Institute, 
which is little over a year old. Mr. Lewis H. Redner 
of Philadelphia, one of the foremost Episcopal Sunday- 
school workers in that city, contributed a paper on The 
Model Superintendent, which was read, in Mr. Redner’s 
absence, by General Pitman. Mr. Redner held that the 
superintendent should cultivate personal friendship with 
the teachers at social and business meetings; and that to be 
able to call the children by their Christian names was of 
itself a great power for good. Discipline should be so 
firm that neither teacher nor scholar should be inter- 
rupted during the allotted half-hour of the lesson. Dis- 
contented pupils could be retained by giving them office 
and stated work, and no one should be absolutely 
expelled. Exhortations to teachers in presence of each 
other, or of their scholars, was most injurious. In illus- 
tration of what a Sunday-school superintendent should 
be, Mr. Redner told of what had been accomplished in 
this line by the late Mr. Henry P. Haven. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


— It is announced that the Rhode Island state Sun- 
day-school convention will be held November 7, 8. The 
place of meeting is not yet announced. 


—To the list of State conventions previously 
announced is added, this week, that of Georgia, at 
Augusta, May 2-4; of West Virginia, at, Moundsville, 
May 22-24; of Minnesota, at Minneapolis, June 5-7; 
and of Tennessee at Mont Eagle, June 27-29; of New 
Jersey, at Trenton, November 14-17 ; and these, with the 
others already given, have been placed in the Convention 
Calendar. ° 


— The thirteenth annual convention of Cedar County 
(Iowa) Sunday-school Association will be held at 
Mechanicsville, May 29-31. The meeting will open 
with an address on “ How to utilize this convention; ” 
and among the topics discussed will be whether a library 
or a reading-room is a necessary help in preparing the 
young for religious work, and what is the place of chil- 
dren and youth in church work. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—In many of the English Sunday-schools an attempt 
is made to combine the Sunday-school and the Children’s 
Church. Thus in one of the Birmingham schools there 
is a regular Sunday-school service from a quarter to 
nine to a quarter to ten in the morning, and a worship 
and simple preaching service immediately afterwards. 
This church service lasts for from thirty to forty min- 
utes; and it is claimed that it leads children to the 
habit of church attendance more effectually than any 
other device which has ever been tried in that school. 


— Here is a note from a missionary of the American 
Sunday-school Union which tells, as he says, how swear- 
ing helped in organizing a Sunday-school in a Western 
settlement. He writes: “I went into a neighborhood 
one Sabbath morning with a view to interest the people 
in Sunday-school work. All declared that they were 
too wicked for a Sunday-school. They would rather fish, 
hunt, race horses, etc. They said that there was not a 
‘prayin’ man in the whole diggins.’ Sure enough, there 
was not. Two boys, aged twelve and fourteen, wanted 
to know what a Bible was; if it was like a school-book. 
One woman told me to go home, and mind my own busi- 
ness, and not be running around the country trying to 
help God Almighty in his work. He had predestinated 
some te be saved and fome to be damned. She would 





sooner have her boys go fishing than to go to a Sunday- 
school. The school director said that the school-house 
should not be used for a Sunday-school if he could help 


it. He was not going to have it torn to pieces by a pack 
of boys. Just at that moment a‘ pack of boys’ came 


along the road, among them the. son of the director. 
The director, to ridicule me, called to the boys, ‘ Boys, 
how would ye like a Sunday-school to go to?’ Inreply 
came these words: ‘I wouldn’t give a for a Sun- 
day-school.’ This sentence gained what one half-hour’s 
talk from me could not—the key to the school-house. 
The next words the man spoke to me were these: 
‘Stranger, put up yer horse, and have a bite of dinner; 
and here is the key to the school-house ; just keep it, 
and give it to the man who runs yer Sunday-school.’ 
About thirty came to see ‘what fer kind of a thing the 
missionary was anyhow.’ Finally they al voted for the 
Sunday-school, and elected a superintendent (he was nota 
praying man). An Irishman, who was formerly a Roman 
Catholic, jumped up, and said: ‘ Boys, shill out. We 
want some money. Here is a dollar for our Sunday- 
school.’ They raised $3.23 for papers and lesson leaves. 
I shall watch the sure transformation of that neighbor- 
hood by the little Sunday-school. Does the Sunday- 
school work pay?” 





EVANGELISM. 


— The success of the Salvation Army has led to the 
formation of a great many new organizations following 
more or less closely in the methods and style of that 
society. Of these the Church Army is the best known; 
but among the others are such bodies as the Army of 
the King’s Own, the Christian Pioneers, the Holiness 
Army, the Hosanna Army, the Redeemed Army, the 
Royal Gospel Army, and the Salvation Navy. 

— Jamaica has been visited by the Singing Pilgrims, 
Mr. Philip Phillips, and his son Mr. James C. Phillips; 
and their labors there are being attended with a good 
degree of success. On the occasiun of their leaving 
Kingston for other parts of the island, a farewell service 
was held in the Theatre Royal, which was crowded to 
the doors. This service is declared by Gall’s Weekly 
News Letter, the local newspaper, to be one of the most 
impressive services ever held in Kingston. 


— Switzerland has been thrown into a ferment over 
the doings of the Salvation Army. The expulsion of the 
Army from Geneva, which was recently announced by 
ocean cable, was the act of the Protestant magistracy ; 
and, strangely enough, it has called forth an earnest pro- 
test from the Ultramontanes, or extreme Romanist party. 
The European world is therefore treated to the unusual 
spectacle of Protestants attempting to suppress a Protes- 
tant evangelistic society, and Roman Catholics taking a 
stand for evangelical freedom. The Countess de Gasparin 
rabidly attacks the Army as “a military and monastic 
organization—a re-apparition of Jesuitism under a 
Protestant mantle;” and affirms that its workers and 
its followers are a “resuscitated slavedom (esclavage), 
seducers and seduced, hidden conspirators, Delilahs.” 
On the other hand, the organ of the Ultramontanes sug- 
gests that a circus, or a troupe of female dancers, or 
indeed any “show ” which may poison the imaginations 
of the young for time and eternity, is always welcomed 
by the Geneva press, as a means ofeducation. “ Buthere 
is a society—disfigured by some absurd practices it is true 
—which seeks to re-awaken among men the idea of God 
and of the future life, and it is spit upon and persecuted.” 
One of the Protestant journalists ungenerously #iggests 
that the Romish ecclesiastics are laughing in their sleeves 
(riaient sous cape) at the effect produced upon Roman 
Catholics by the eccentricities of a “ self-styled Protestant 
sect ;” and that this is the secret of theirfavor. At any 
rate, it remains true that Protestant Geneva has banished 
from her precincts an evangelistic society which has 
done good work elsewhere, and the voices which have 
been raised for religious freedom were mostly Roman 
Catholic, and not Protestant. 


MISSIONS. 

—It is reported in the English newspapers, but on 
what authority does not appear, that the Emperor of 
China has ordered the closing of the Buddhist temples 
in that country, on account of the immorality and super- 
stition which they encourage. 

—In its Indian mission, the Salvation Army is dis- 
playing considerable adaptability in method. Major 
Tucker, the nephew of the well-known writer A. L. O. E., 
has, with a fellow-soldier in the army, adopted the fagir 
dress, for the purpose of gaining the native ear. The 





and it is thought that in this dress Major Tucker and 
his companion will succeed in reaching a class which is 
almost beyond ordinary missionary effort. 

—One of the converts recently baptized at the Kioto 
station of the American Board, was a man of seventy- 
three years of age. He lived fifteen miles away, and 
had been for years studying the Bible. When he heard 
that there were several baptisms to be performed at the 
mission, he came to the station and earnestly sought 
baptism for himself. A committee was appointed to 
consider his case, and, after an hour’s examination, it 
reported in his favor. The examination brought out the 
fact that he had written three small volumes of Chinese 
poetry on Christianity, and that he had made himself 
known in his own village as a believer in Christianity, 
maintaining Bible reading and prayer in his own family. 
In regard to the doctrine of the atonement he said: 
“Many dislike Christianity because of the cross, but to 
my mind the cross is the distinctive glory of Christi- 
anity. Buddhism and Confucianism have nothing like 
the cross ; so I make the cross very important.” 


—More than usual interest attaches to the nineteenth 
annual report of Miss M. L. Whately’s work in Egypt, 
which covers the period of the last year’s war. Last 
summer was the most trying period which the mission 
has ever been called upon to face; not alone because of 
the actual peril to life and property, but because of the 
months of sickening anxiety during which a Moham- 
medan outbreak was feared. One pathetic incident of 
that troubled time at Cairo is worth special mentioning. 
A Coptic family had assembled in their house for safety 
a number of young women and girls. One day a 
Moslem neighbor came to tell them that a massacre was 
near at hand, that the day was fixed and the prepara- 
tions made, and that all who would not become Moham- 
medans would be tortured and slain. He entreated them 
to give up Christianity. “No,” they replied ; “if we die, 
we die in the faith of the Messiah;” and they retired 
to an inner room to pray and to await theirdoom. While 
they waited, there came a sudden uproar in the street 
and a noise at the door; and they drew together in 
terror. But the rushing feet were the feet of Christians, 
and the ery which sounded through the house was, “The 
English are come, and we are saved!” After the war was 
over, the children began to flock back to the schools, and 
adult Moslems to the mission, until now the work is 
more promising than before the outbreak of the rebellion. 
The Medical Mission was re-opened as soon as possible, 
and the attendance is unwontedly large, poverty and 
disease being increased by the war. 


PERSONAL. 


—A gift of one dollar for Chloe Lankton from a friend 
in Concord,’ North Carolina, has been received at this 
office. 


—As indicating the sweep of individual church mis- 
sion work, it is worth noting that Ah You, the China- 
man who was recently killed by roughs in Philadelphia, 
was a member of the Sunday-school of the Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany of that city. The funeral 
services were held in Epiphany Sunday-school; and 
the decorous bearing of the grief-stricken Chinese con- 
trasted strangely with the conduct of the lawyers at 
the coroner’s inquest, who, according to one of the city 
newspapers, tried to “transform the tragedy into a 
comedy ” by “abortive attempts at wit” over the names 
of the Chinese witnesses. 


—At the regular monthly meeting for February of the 
American Bible Revision Committee, a memorial paper 
was drawn up in recognition of the services of the late 
Vice-Provost Charles P. Krauth as a member of that 
committee. In that memorial, the Revisers say of their 
dead associate: “Our country has produced few men 
who united in their own persons so many of the excel- 
lencies which distinguish the scholar, the theologian, 
the exegete, the debater, and the leader of his brethren, 
as did our accomplished associate. His learning did 
not smother his genius, nor did his philosophical attain- 
ments impair the simplicity of his faith.” 

—If the Rev. Joseph Cook, in his Monday Lectures, 
were doing nothing more than extending popular know!- 
edge of the present state and future prospects of the 
Christian religion in other countries, that would still be 
a work worth doing. How many, for instance, will get 
their first vivid conception of the progress of Chris- 
tianity in India, from Mr. Cook’s words spoken on Feb- 
ruary 26. Contrasting the ratio of increase in the num- 
ber of native Christians in India, Burmah, and Ceylon, 
during the four decades from 1841 to 1881, the lecturer 


Hindoos have a superstitious reverence for the /fagirs | said: “In the first of these decades the ratio of increase 
or ascetic and penniless saints who traverse the country ; | was fifty-three per cent; in the second, sixty-one per 
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cent, ; in the last, eighty-six per cent. In 
Ceylon the percentage of increase in the 
past ten years is seventy, while in India, 
it is one hundred. None of the Hwropean 
or American churches can embibit such an 
inorease. There is every reason to believe 
that this rate of increase will be exceeded 
in the next ten years.” 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the eireulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
reguiar edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The wniform rate for 
ordinary advertisements is 25 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate te 40 cents per line. 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
gives strength where there has been ex- 
haustion and vigor in place of impaired 
vitality. 

135 CHRISTOPHER STREET, N. Y. 
Dear S1r: From overwork I had become 
very much depressed. I had a bad cough, 
with general weakness and prostration. 
My physician examined my lungs, and 
said I had consumption, and ordered me 
to take VITALIZED PHOSPHATES. 
In three months which I have taken it I 
have entirely regained my health, both 
bodily and mental, and have increased 22 
pounds in weight. Respectfully, Mary 
Rankin. For Sale by druggists or by 
mail, $1.00. F. Crossy Co., 666 Sixth 
Ave., New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 














EASTER CONCERT EXERCISES. 


Mr. W. R. Burnham, late Chairman of the Executive Committee of the International Sunday- 
school Convention, has prepared a Scriptural Concert Exercise for Easter: “The Power of 
Christ’s Resurrection.” It is printed in pamphlet form, and sent by mail at the rate of $2.00 


per hundred copies. 


Of the Exercises issued in previous years, the following have been reprinted : “ The Resurrec- 


tion,” by Franklin Fairbanks (of the International Lesson Committee). 


“The Resurrection 


and the Life,” by James H. Flint. “ An Easter Service,” by the Rev. J. Max Hark. Either of 


these will be sent by mail at $2.00 per hundred 
on receipt of five cents. 
Address, 


copies. Sample ef either Exercise sent by mail 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Pablisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








PRANG’S 
EASTER CARDS 


FOR 1883S. 


Easter Lily, 


WATER LILY EASTER CROSS, 
SATIN CARDS, ETC., ETC. 





FOR SALE BY ALL DHALERS. 
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State Normal School, |: 


Indiana, Pa. 


Teachers thoroughly prepared for entering their field 
ef laber. Students fully prepared to enter our best 
colleges. 

Building 5 story, brick, rooms large and airy; heated 
by steam and lighted with gas. Hot and cold baths 
throughout the building. Campus, 12 acres; shady 
promenades. [Instructions unsurpassed. Terms 
moderate and accommodations first class. 

Spring Term will open April 9, 1883 For further 
information address, 

L. H. DURLING, Principal. 
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CHARMING BOOKS 
sunday- School Libraries 


Child Life. A Collection of Poems, selected 
and edited, with an introduction, by J. G. 
Wurrrrsr. Illustrated. Full gilt, $2.25. 


Ohild Life in Prose. Selected by J. G. 
Wuirtres. Illustrated. Full gilt $2.25. 





“These two books would constitute a library for any 
family of children, the value of which they would 
never cease to acknowled Parents who are form- 
bain ittie ib iibrariea for their households will $2 well to 

ith these, even forbid buying 
any any eens at present.”—Boston Advertiser. 
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HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN. 
Stories and Tales. [Illustrated. $1.00. 


Wonder Stories told for Gebaren, 
With ninety-two illustrations. $1.00 
“ There is no which may not derive delight from 


the exquisite vd rity and sympath overlie 
depths of meen \ ng in in these oe quamnt ctorien” 1 Chrketion 


NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE. 


True Stories from History and Biog- 
raphy. Illustrated. $1.25. 


The Wonder-Book for Girls and 
Boys. Llustrated. $1.25. 


Tanglewood Tales. Illustrated. $1.25. 


Ma wthorne’s 2 qente las ennobles and purifies what- 
ever it touches. tna hands the hideous myths of 
the o ary are extricated from the 
confusion an and # deformity in which they have been im- 
us anew in ful and be- 

YT They dae been rejuvenated for the 
Javeniien L~ with « sweet Undercurrent of grace and 
pe ey ah dey lend me Monin even for the 

—Putnam' b 





*,% For sale by all Booksellers. Sent post- 
* | patd, on receipt of price by the Publishers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston. 
The Parallel New Testament. 


AND ENGLISH. 
1 on 8vo, 1096 pp., Ph spe 

This volume comprises the Authorized Version of 
1611, sSrongee in parallel columns with the Revised 
Version 1881,and with the Greek text followed in 
the Revised Version, to which are added the readings 

- the Authorized ean pad the readin, 

e margin o @ Revised Version. The v 

intended to 


to serve as a com jon to the Re 
Version of the New Testament. Tt wa the Revised 
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odd, Mead, & Company 


Will publish in Mareh 


An Important Book to Every Household, 


“FOR FAMILY WORSHIP.” 


Part I. SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Past il, FAMILY PRAYERS. 


Edited by LYMAN ABBOTT. 


12mo, cloth, red edges, $1.50. 


A large portion of the Scripture Readings 
consist of the lives of Moses, David, Daniel, 
Christ, and Paul. The principal incidents 
im these lives hawe been selected and 80 
arranged that when the course is completed 
the household, from oldest to youngest, will 
have an accurate and comprehensive idea 
of the complete life. In the Life of Christ 
much of his teaching has been interwoven in 
the Life of David. Many of the Psalms are 
introduced in connection with incidents 
which are supposed to have given rise to 
them. About seventy-fwe other readings 
are added of practical counsel or spiritual 
experience chiefly from Psalms and Epistles. 

In all cases the readings are in the words 
of the English Bible, and they generally 
consist of consecutive passages. They are 
of switable length, and to each is given an 
appropriate topical heading. Part II. 
contains prayers for the family. It has 
been made by a selection from the literature 


and collects for general use and for spe- 
cial occasions have been selected, and some 
adapted by weaving together different pray- 
ers, or by modifying and adapting pragers 
which were too archaic in their original 
form, but which breathed a spirit which 
could not be possessed by artificial prayers 
prepared for publication, 


*,* Sold by all booksellers, and sent by mail, on 
receipt of price, by 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, Publishers, 
NEW YORK, 


RELIGIOUS CLASSICS 
SUPERINTENDENTS and TEACHERS, 


Conybeare & Howson’ 8 Life of 


St. Paul. 


12mo, illustrated edition, $1.50; popular edi- 
tion, $1. 00. 


Muller’s Life of Trust. 


12mo, $1.50. 


Fleetwood’s Life of Christ. 


12mo, $1.50. 


Smith’s Bible Dictionary. 


8vo, $2 


Foster’s : Cyclopedias of Illustra- | ¥ 
tions. 

4 vols. 8vo, $5.00 per vol. Prose, first and 
second series. Pottry, first and second series. 
Keel volume sold separately and complete in 
itself. 

(Over 40.000 copies af these volumes have been sold.) 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 
__ 13 Astor Place, New York. 


Diary of a Minister’s Wife. 


This is one of the most humorous books -f the a 
ent day, showing in a manner to all 

the trials tribulecions expectat ons. and = op 
rie minis try parbh. 
The to Paani ie ~~ will 


doubtless pring to 
brances of events and ind Imalvideale ‘within reader Tamer own 


Shae 





re “fe the mind ~~ 





of prayer, ancient and modern. Prayers’ 





FOR FASTER SUNDAY 


The Gates counts sft clear 


er written _ e 
R. 16 pages. 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 


wRY. 
Biglow & Main’s 
Easter Anaual No. 7. 
A fine collection of Carols by favorite authors. 8 pages. 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 











A full Catalogue of Easter Carols, Services, and An- 
thems, sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. OHICAGO, 


AN OPEN LETTER. 


Sr. JoHNSBURY, VT., Feb. 2, 1883. 
The SPIRITUAL SONGS FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
by Rev. Dr. Robinson, has never been equaled, in my 
judgment, by any singing-book ever published for 
Sunday-schools. | have had an experience, as super- 
Intendent, of twenty-three years, and have tried many 
books, and examined ali | could find ppblished, and! 
am free to say this excels them all. We have used It 
nearly two years, and | find an increasing interest and 
heartiness in our song service, and more by far than in 
the use of any other book. 
FRANKLIN FAIRBANKS, 
Supt. Cong’! Sunday-school. 
Bend 25 cents for sample copy, bound in red 
cloth. Testimonials and specimen tunes free. 
Address THE CENTUR Y CO. New York, N. ¥ 


WORSHIP IN SONG. 


Latest important H Tune Book for Congre- 
a singing. ‘Also for for “Shoirs and homes. very 
e singable and sweet. 
By J. P. oan ates Maus. Dec. 


usical Editor of Songs for the Sanctuary.) 8vo, 
Coun 450 pages. 774 Hymns. 493 Tunes. 
Price, a Se $1.50. 3 
terms for in 4 
“The ee uae oice and es full of mentite on hey 
are fragrant of the spirit of devotion. It is difficult to 
speak in Cy me terms of the pane without seeming 
extrav: at Wor. 
+,* Copies” forwarded to comin or committees ed 
examination, subject to return if not adopted, free o 
charge. ‘Address the publishers, 


A. S. BARNES & CoO., 

111 & 113 William St., | 34 & 36 Madison St., 
NEW YORK. ’ CHICAGO, 
For Church and Sunday School. 


Gospel Praise Book 


By ASA HULL 
Works like a charm in either place and is the only 
Mosic Boox that can be successfully used in both. 
It has 290 of the best hymns in the English language, 
and a tune for every hynin. About one-half is 
made up y the cream of the Old Standard hymns and 
tunes, and the balance is new, 


Fresh and Sparkling! 


-Sold at the regular price of such books, containing 
about one-third as suaeh, or, in other words, it isa 


$60 Book, Selling for $30. 

Specimen Copy Post-paid, 40 Cents. 
Address ASA HULL, 

240 FOURTH AVE. NEW YORK, 


SCHOOL MUSIC I 


NOWHERE ELSE 


an Panis the 5 one of OLIVER DITsON 


& Co. 
varied, so brilliant 
ad every way oi ieieey a eet of MUSIC BOOKS 


Schools, Seminaries, 


« MORRO Colleges. 


ion, as among hundreds of others, our 
CBELLS to wn.) tor bosamnoniwelecn. by LO. o. 
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Son he (iden) qaerat oat Se. ae 
Ee Sioa tt i Ea a 

Vocal Hokges (Us. SEictee Trion {4,1 Ws ~ -thiden, 

Five Hundred Instructors for all 2 aeiare 

including the + a mews Richardson’s vied 

oth 


BIN. 
ES rr, cts.) by 
reputation 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


Gi H. . DITSON & ©CO., 7 Betatwed, New York. 
CHOICE weno ONS 
No. 6 Ee pes ert 
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A Very Attractive Lesson Book. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, for the second quarter of 1883, now ready, is such an attractive and helpful book that teachers should see that itis put into the 


hands of their scholars. It contains a fine colored map of “ The Paths of the First Missionaries,” engraved ex 


0 bP ay helps to the study of the lessons. The latter embraces pictures of Tarsus, Jo 


Houses on the 


for this number, and a_double- 
all at Damascus, Reputed Scene of 


© grouping 


aul’s Eseape, 


e Street which is called Straight,” Reputed House of Simon the Tanner, Samaria, Antioch, Paphos, Cara Lydda, Lystra, Ruins of the Pier at Cxsairea, etc. 


It has, besides, the usual attractive lesson helps. The Scholars’ Quarterly costs 25 cents a year, or $25.00 
costing subscribers anything additional for postage. 


63 cents, Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 


TO INTRODUCE IT.—If you have 
quarter only, at just one-half the above regular rates. 


for a hundred copies @ year. 
Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three months, seven ccnts 


each. To supply a class costs, for instance, as follows :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, pa te for 10 scholars, one year, $2.50; three months 


It is sent by mail without 


> 


not used The Scholars’ Quarterly in your school or class within a year, we will supply it to you on trial, for one 
Such orders must be accompanied with the statement that The Scholars’ Quarterly published by The Sunday 


School Times has not been used in the school or class within a year. These rates, which are much below the cost of production, are only for new trial-orders, 





JOHN D WA TTLE. S, Publisher, 3 725 (Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





OUR $12.00 BI 


‘We have given our subscribers nearly 2 Tons of beanti- 
ful, Illustrated Fomiy | Bibles for can for Tux 
Curist1ay; of which Mr: so es 3 said, “ Tue CHRISTIAN 
is the best paper = comes Pe ee i. dy says, 
“My husband ¢ time az. paper 
thing he does not 4 te comery, hie is much & ‘interested 1 in ‘the 
paper and wishes more And 
‘eorge Muller, of ristot said. “T like ‘Tee *CunisTiax for 
> uniform soundtress.” 

* To those who will iL get up clubs for this paper, we Pee 
following Bibles, all of which have the Revised New 
Testament as well as the common version. 


Asplendid, pictorial quarto, weigh- 
A $15 BIBI E ing 131-2 pounds; containing Dic- 
ay a Family -_ 
um, ms in Me 
Hicvised New Pedtamene tadex, Tables, Steel Plates, Mumin- 


ations, Marriage Certificate, Maps, and nearly 2000 EN- 
GRAVINGS; spleneaily bound in Freneh Morocco, gilt ed, 
raised ornamental panels; the handsomest Bible we know o 
prises in America. a! for 15 new nee to Tuz 
CHRISTIAN at $1.00each tage, $1.25 EXTRA. 


Shniiay in size, ye. and contents, 
A $12 BIBLE. teh ier 1500 engravin and on 

r rT ~ 8. 
8 beautiful bs “ao oe for Pi +4 — riers €0 ee Cte... 
A: $12.. 


ied book, black a 
A $10 BIBLE. : ane binding, elegant gilt s : 
the ¢ similar in_ contents and weight 
e 


book: given for 10 new usta to Tux Curis- 
TIAN with G10. Postage a9 EXTRA. 


p+" volume containin 
A ‘$7. 90 | BIBLE. «: the Soot important portions o! 
the added matter, Dictiona: 
1100 eueravings handsome black 
pode = -- fy gilt si le and ‘8, paneled co: 


9 pountds; given for $7.50 4 in new subscriptions to o Tas — 
pe a peo Fear. POSTAG or 9 Ce peas Sues 


THE CHRISTIAN 


arge, live. illustr: 


FAMILY, IELIGIOUs, Sts yt PAPER, 


Cc bristian, The four distinct Armory, ha | afopuan, 


THE conantowr T PHOPLE; 
Sixteen pages,—size 33 by 46 inches. 

It is printed from clear type, on fine book peper, andis full 
of true stories, incidents, records of ences, answers 
prayer, engravings, music, poetry, religion, and common 
sense, Poctarianism, controversy, politics, pills, patent medi- 
cines, pious novels and continued stories, are excluded from 
its Columns. 

ug It has never tained a 

ng its entire exits $1°00 Ayaan 











aid adverti. 


shady Trae, 


THE AN ANTI INFIDEL LIBRARY. 


Each wiih ,conboaes? 2 Pea 
| a gl and itag eee on tinge. 
ence. Edited by H. L. Has 


THE Laren. CHRISTIAN, 
a beautiful. illustrated paper for children and youth, — for 
Sunday-scheol distribution; published twice a mon th. 
TERMS 25 CENTS A YEA. 
6 copies, $1.00; 50 copies, $7.00. 100, $13. 
For specimens and instructions address 
H.L. HASTINGS, 47 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 


An Edition limited te 100,000 Copies in Paper 


Covers, at 20 Cents, of E, P, ROE’S 
first and mest popular Novel, 


BARRIERS BURNED AWAY. 


Mr. ROE’S remarkable career as a writer was 
begun with this story. Its sale in the regular edition 
has reached 40,000 copies, nearly 4,000 of “which were 
sold last year. 

Rain other works of Mr. ROE are published at $1.50 

ervolume. Their sale has reached a total of over 

,000 volumes, 


tor puff dur- 


Pict ty a new, fresh, 
ranch of Christian evi- 





“ Barriers” will be mailed to any address, on 
receipt of 20 cents in stamps, by 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, Publishers, 
755 Broadway, New York. 


THESLoaLeA Bins. STORE 


B rosy Rinth Rngin 28 Se RUASELER nia 








BIBLES GIVEN AWAY! 





FOR CHRISTIAN THINKERS. 


' PLYMOUTH PULPIT, The PROBLEM of the POOR. 


THE WEEKLY PAMPHLET EDITION OF 


HENRY WARD BEECHER’S 
SERMONS IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH. 


“ Perhaps the greatest of living preachers, .. . whose 
sermons combine bps oar and Scriptural truth, great 
power, glorious imagination, fervid rhetoric and vigor- 
ous reasoning, with intense human sympathy and 
robust common-sense.” — British Quarterly Review. 


SINGLE Coprgs, 7 es " ag or News- 

Sates. ae ANNUM, $25 clogical Students, 
eachers,Clergymenor Theo 

$1.70. Send iid. for sample co copy, F 

YALE LECTURES ON ON PREACHING. By 
HENRY WARD BEECHER. I. PERSONAL ELEMENTS 
which bear an important relation to Ly, ; IT. 
SOcIAL AND RELIGIOUS MACHINERY Of thi 
Ill. CHRISTIAN pogznriens—M ethods “ot neing 
them. 33 Zectures, 90 pages, Vellum Cloth, $2. 
3 vols. in One. 
“Many of the,sources of his extraordinary power 


are clearly set forth in these characteristic lectures.’ 
—New York Observer, Presbyterian. 


SERMONS, Preached in Plymouth Church, 1873- 
1874, By HENRY WARD BEECHER, ented WOOD’s 
BPORTS. 600 pages, Vellum Cloth, $1.50. 


AMERICAN VERSION 
Revised New Testament. 


With the Readings and Renderings preferred by 
"Cor: Committee of Revision, incorporate: Pars 
eat, y 


ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, 
President of the Union Theological Seminary, New York. 
ong rads ed 3; mor, gr. leather; gilt 
edges, 3 ; full t Ta fh gilt ed ges, $3. 

“Tt desvevmll the best, the oldest, and the purest 
Greek text of the New Testament at present attain- 
able, by consent of the most competent Christian 
scholars. . Furthermore, this American Version is 
the most accurate English "rendering in existence of 
that Greek text.”—N. Y. Christian Intelligencer. 

“ Great pains have evidently been taken to make it 
accurate. ... The typographical execution is adnair- 








able.”—Dr. EZRA ABBOT, of the Am. Com. of Revision. | Cues D.D., Chautauqua S. 


| cision the conditions which. les 





By HELEN CAMPBELL, author of “The Easiest Way 
in Housekeeping and Cooking,” etc. Cloth, 90 cts. 


“ Has the great merit of stat with absolute pre 
to crime, and thus 
suggesting the remedies which are needed. DVecent 
food and employment ate the most important, next to 
a change of heart.’ dvertiscr (Me) 
Attractive, inte resting, and of marked v alee in its 

unpretending ‘contribution to the work of cleansing 
the sources from which eome the great volume of our 
criminals—and our voters.”—Sanm Francisco Alta Cali- 
Sornia, 

he seem to contain the 
ligion we the well-to-di 
hie pe ae 

hristian Leader, Boston. 

ie, and well Seen the Eptteatiog “af 


thoad who are a in 
theory.”—. 


The Gospel History. 


Being the Four Gospels woven into one continuous 
narrative. With Notes, original and selected (a run- 
ning Commentary, from over 300 Standard Authors) : 
Cc = my inet of Life of Christ; Analytical 
Index of Texts and ies ; James R. GILMORE 
and the Rey. LyMaN ABBOTT, D.D. 840 pps, cloth, 
red edges, $1.75. 


The great variety and richness of the notes in a 
ters of history, Oriental customs, topographical 
researches, ete., as well as in scholarly and spiritual 
interpretation, make the book vajuable for any study 
of New Testament topics. 


“No work on the Gos: 
lished will be Sune to 


cae of puysi rot pggical moral al 





is which vy aad been < 
e Peper of this. . ust 
hly to the enlightened student 


commend itself thoroug 

of the life of Curt | on wi ih the aid of its very 
considerable body of rye 5 a a welcome 
help toa pat multitade of N hepetents 
Pa. & pRick, D.D., of the Am. Com. ‘ew Testa- 
men 


“The Notes are valuable andsu 

a@ class of students to whom - _ hep mare a 

urpose that nothing ¢ will, th whic am 

Soquaits ted.—Rev. 8. RoBInson, D.D., New 
k. 


Yor 
“Tt isa compact, well-written, instructiye, and, to 
e 8. 8. worker, useful volume. "—Rev. J. H. Vin- 
y, Sup’tinstr. 


. There is 





*,%* Any of the above Books can be had through your bookseller, or will be mailed, postpaid, to 
any Clergyman or S. 8S. Teacher on receipt of retail price, less fifteen per cent. 





FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT, Publishers, 27 Park Place, New York. 
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"NOW READY 
FOR SHCOND QUARTER, 1882. 


THES SUNDAY-SCHOOL I QUARTERLY. 


. 
TxRmMs.—Sent by mail to hacainane fi... pay id bh at the rates: One year, 20 cents, One 
hundred copies, one year, $20.00... Subsctiptions are taken far thaws or bie unsmthaas venely spies. 


TEACHERS’ EDITION OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL QUARTERLY. 
BY REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


TERMS: 40 cents a year, or 10 cents each number, 


postage prepaid. 


THE CHILDREN’ < SUNDAY- SCHOOL L QUARTERLY. 


NY B. M 


TERMS: 


Copies for examination, deen — ription Pe. on ss per year, or $16.00 a hundred. Sent by 


mail free of postage. 


TEACHERS’ EDITION OF THE CHILDREN’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL QUARTERLY. 
BY MRS. M. G. KENNEDY. 


TERMS: 
PUBLISHED BY 


40 cents @ year, or 10 ) cents each h number, postage 


W. A. WILDE & CO., 


No. 25 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 





and Firem, BEAUTIFUL / 
FLORAL DESIG wy with 
sa pture text. Send for a 
package of SAMPLES with 
iety of 


terms, Package No. 1 Spe eg a large var’ 

par and cards, from’4 cents per 100 to 2 cents each, 
No. 2, double the variety, : No. 3, containing 

all ott hiree cards, from 3c 0 yg €ach, 30. Send amount in 


three-cent postage a i 
Goodenough S Wosle 2 Nassau Street, N. Y. 


The Album Writer's Friend. 


Containing 300 Choice Gems of posey, and Prose for 
writing in Autograph Albums. 64 pages, paper covers, 
15 cents; handsomely bound in c — En a0cen Postage 
stamps taken same as cash. Add 

J.S. OGILVLE & CoO.., 31 Rose St., New York. 


GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 








“OXFORD” 





Teachers’ Bibles. 


“OXFORD” 
Revised New Testaments, 


Authorized by the American Committee of Revision 


In various: Sizes and Styles of Binding: 
For sale at.all bookstores throughout the country. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


A? Wteecker St... New York. 


PURE. AND- WHOLESOME 
Stories for Young and Ol, 


The Old Woman that Lived in a Shoe; o =, 





There’s no Place like Home. By. 
Douglass. Price, ss. A_new_edition of ‘a most 
pepular novel, now. issued unifermly with the 


author's other books, . 


Whom Kathie Married. By the same author. 


raat ste cinta of as an 

Ae Se Cea ees 

“Hoge 0 ook,” “ From Hand to Mouth,” and 
Kinnard’s Kingdom. 

‘Med Heiress. By Sophie. May. 


goa ym bei aoe wit 
an 3 Asbury Twins, Tee 


nl Eliet’s Dream. By Mary Lakeman. 
Tilustrated. Price, $1.25. “A most ebarming dy! of 


*,* Sold by booksellers, or mailed on receiptof price. 
LEE & SHEPARD, 

NK & WAGNALLS’ 

LIST OF NEW BOOKS. 


Ready now. First edition, 73,000. 





I. 
FLOTSAM AND JETSAM. By T.G. Bow tes. 
“Amusing and_readable. <A successfal book.”— 
London Saturday Review, 


In No. 34 STANDARD LIBRARY, 1883 SERIES. 276 
pages, 12mo, large leaded type, laid paper, 25 cents. 


No, 83... LIV. oon, ILLUSTERLIOUS SHOE- 
MAKERS. h ready, 2 

No. 82. AMERICAN wumaadeers. 25,000th 
ready, 15 cents, 


No. 8t. SCIENCE ey SHORT CHAPTERS. 
25,000th ready, 25 ce 


< 80. ia OF tmnt 30,000th reacly , 


qr, 
EYER’S COMMENTARY ON With 
a face, vinden, and extensive Notes 
the American. edition, by WruL7am te tee 
D.D., LL.D. Large octave; 544 pages, cloth, 


P. 
Edited 


lange eorpe of tb aaa eminent contributors 
Aiitclen bad Woscge Ree Smita in 


© FUNK & WAGNALLS, 


Wand 12 DEY ST. 


™ QUNDAY EMORY 
H SCHOOL CHART. 
A Tieibin  eomtionene Sheet, 32x44 


inches, 


lp published A esis ot Louis, Mo. 


MOTHER MUNROE. 


By Mary D. James. 16mo. th Portrait. 
The life of one of the most salwiie women ofthe. Bon 
“ Perfect trust and perfect rest o— the — ten- 
ants of her heart.” — Presvaent . Warr . 
JAMES H. EARLE, Publisher, ston. 


PAYSON S stasayencye 


reat 


for oammaike hy eo a 


Centennial Medal & Diploma. Sold 





Cc. 
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CHURCH FURNITURE. 





Medal of Haar 


Awarded by the United States Commissioners 


PINES MANUFACTORY, 


48 Canal and 141 Friend Sts., 
Boston, Mass. 
: $30, 35, 45, 65, 75, , 90, 105, 
525 PER en. 
Churches will be furnished direct from the Manu- 


factory at the same prices as to Furniture Dealers. 
Photographs and Price Lists se ‘nt by mail, 


PRICES 125 to 





din “ON 


aS 


Established 1780. 
“OTIS Usny, 


MM 





SHAW, APPLIN <a 
Parlor, Church and Lo 


27 Sudbury Street, sod Furniture 


CHURCH , 
. BANNERS. 
_R. GEISLER, 127 Clinton. Place (W, Sth St,), N. Y. 


ARTISTIC 


SILK BANNERS 


FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOLS. 


Y Send * 3, & RI MB, 
bb Carmine Street, New York, 
FOR HAND BOOK, 


THIS 


18 A REDUGED OUTLINE 

















OF THE CoLoreD Desien, 
forthe Sunda ip Sabeas Lesson of Nau l91H8Z 
‘end for nd for Circular. 


To ALL s. $:SUPERIW 


Send us yournama 
Wad eddress,ond we will send you a 


FREE SAMPLE. 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co, 
, PROVIDENCE. RI, 



















MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 


Fayorably known to the ie rae f since 
Chapel, Schoo! Alarm 
and other bells; also Chimes and Peale. 


A A 1. Y. 
Woa-1-xeha le 





ps NAS | WAT CH 


Of the latest and most beaatiful designs, and all other Slate and 

Soapstone Werk on hand or made to order. 

& BRO... t Te Office and salesroom, ii) Ridge 

Avenue, Factory, 1411 and 1213 Spring Garden Street, Phil'a 

Send for Tuustrate dt Catalogue and Price List 

SEND 3% ote. Lt ots. or §1. 00 for 

Bample Pair of 

ATHLETIC SUSPENDERS. 

No strain on buttons or shoulders, 
eents for cata 

mah URNER BROS. 


‘I 


nventors, 
Mass. 


Washington St., Boston; M 


Retarn Mail—A full 4 
OODY's Naw TAILOR System of Dames 





FREE! {., 
Currine, D.W. MOODY &CO. 31 W. Cincinnati, 


| 


} 














SEWING MACHINE 


ADDRESS NEC 
Wille SEWING MACHT g 























ov Tey 
“ar” Bost Dyes Ever Mate. 


a@ FOR SILKE, WOOL, OR COTTON, “@& 
DRESSES, COATS, SCARFS, HOODS, 
YARN, STOCKINCS, CARPET RACS, 
RIBBONS, FEATHERS, or any fabric or 
fancy article easily and perfectly colored to any 
shade. Black, Brown, Green, Blue, Scarlet, 
Cardinal Red, Navy Blue, Seal Brown, Olive 
Green, Terra Cotta and 20 other best colors. 
Warranted Fastand Durable. Each package will 
color one to four lbs. of goods. If you have never 
used Dyes try these once. You will be delighted, 
Sold by druggists, or send us 10 cents and any 
color wanted sent post-paid. 24colored samples 
and a set of fancy cards sent for a 30, stamp. 
WELLS, RICHARDSON & ©O., Burlington, Vt. 


GOLD and SILVER PAINT. 


Bronze Paint. Artists’ Black. 

For gilding Fancy Baskets, Frames, Lamps, 
Chandeliers, and forall kinds of ornamental work- 
Equal to any of the high priced kinds and only 
10cts, a package,atthe druggists or post-paid from 





WELLS, RICHARDSON & CO., Burlington, Vt. 





bir SAD IR 


COLD He ON 





ADVA N TAG GES 
DO NOT BURN THE HAND, 
DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, 
DOUBLE POINTED, IRON BOTH WAYS, 
BEST IN USE AND CHEAP, 
THREE IRONS, ONE HANDLE AND A 
STAND TO A SET. 


FOR SALE BY THE 


| HARDWARE TRADE 











ANNIVERSARY GEMS, 





| 


| COFFERS, and secure a beautiful MOSS-RO 





A MEDICO-FRUIT LOZENGE OF THE 









WEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY OF 


MUSIC. 


pnder the ee Frofemors, 
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P. Painting, 
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and W 4m | 


Wm. Briggs ar 
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Fp oper ‘eaee erence er, 
ence. for 
fh special care to their 


BAYSICA 
Classes for besinners, under best 


mn or ( geanhy 
Be for eo ee for twenty 


ViOLII 
classes at $15 and lso, 


7 on fall Orche hestral and Band Tostrements. 
Best accommodations for lady students 
Board and Instruction in the elegantly turmished 
rector, Preceptress Resident 
= Physician, Superintendent of Ph 
sical Culture, Shysiclan and Matron, reside in t ° 
building, in the very heart of Boston, confessedly the 
musical and bg Beg ic centre of America. Class ac- 
commodations for 3000 lady and aeeiemen students. 
Unvaralleled free advantages. we: 
von -resident sindente an 
teachers can obtain Iunches in the CA rw 
AND CONSEMVATORY or MUsic, Franke 
5 Seana, Bosto: 
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E. TOURJEE, Director. 


Good News 
LADIES! 


Clubs for our CELEBRATED ty 








THE 


GREATAMERICAR 


MPANY 


ut 









Getu 


for 
ND TEA-SET (4 pieces), our own im- | 
portation, One of these beautiful China tea-sets given 
away to the party sending a club for $25. 
greatest inducement ever offered. Send in your orders 
and enjoy acup of GOOD TEA or COFF EE, and at the 
same time procure a HANDSOMECHINA TEA-SET. 
No humbug. Good Teas 30c., 35c., and 40c. perlb. E 4 
cellent Teas 50c, and 60c.,and very best from 65c. to & 
When ordering, be sure and mention what kind of T aa 
you wan:—whether Oolong, Mixed, Japan, pert, 
Young Hy son, Gunpowder, or English Break fast. 
are the oldest and largest Tea C ompany in the Bang 
The reputation of our house requires no comment. 
For full particulars address 

T _ GREAT AMERICAN TEA COM PANY, 

P. O. Box 289. 31 and 33 Vesey St., N. Y. 


GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 


Breaklast Cocoa. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 


GOLD-BA 








Sold by Grocers jrocers everywhere. 


V. BAKER & CO, Dorchester, Mass, 
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in the world for constipation and the disorders that 
attend it. 

Ladies and children, and those who dislike taking 
pills and nauseous medicines, are especially pleased 
with its agreeable qualities 

TROPIC-FRUIT LAXATIVE may be used in all 
cases that need the aid of a purgative, cathartic, or 
aperient medicine, and while it produces the same re- 
sult as the agents named, it is entirely free from the 
usual objections common to them. Packed in 
bronzed tin boxes only. Price, 25 cts. Large 
boxes, 50 cts. SOLD BY ALL FIRST-CLASS 
DRUGGISTS, or mailed on receipt of price. 


J. E. HETHERING EON, Proprietor, 
rk Place, New York. 


WILBOR’S COMPOUND OF 


PURE COD LIVER 


OIL AND LIME. 





To Consumptives.—Wilbor’s Cod-Liver Oil 


| and Lime has now been before the public twenty years, 


No. 1, now ready, containing words and music, adapted 


| for Anniversaries, Children's Day, Celebrations, Sun- 


day-school Conte rts, and Children’s Meetings. Price, 

$2.20 per hundred, postpaid. Sold by all booksellers. 
Sample mailed toany Sunday-school worker on receipt 
ofa three-cent stamp. Address, J. 8. OGIL VIE & 
CO.,, Pablisters, 3i Rose Street, New York 


TSE ihe, Order of Service, found in The Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 
hundred, No extra charge for postage. 


and has steadily grownin favor and appreciation. 
This could not be the case unless the preparation was 
of high intrinsic value. The combination of the Phos. 
phate of Lime with pure Cod-Liver Oil, a8 - par 

by Dr. Wilbor, has produced a new phase in the treat- 
ment of © ‘onsumption and all diseases of the ton 

This article can be taken by the most delicate invali id 


without creating the di usting nausea which such 
an objection to the Cod: od-Li iver Oil when taken w to 
Lime. It is prescribed by the regular facult Sold 
by the proprietor. A. B. Wi1LzBor, Chemist, ton, 


and by all druggists. 
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An order tointroduce 
I will send 


to send me your ? 
Besue with full particulars, § 


“WML F BEATY, 











The ESTEY ORGAN 


will deserve the repu- 
tation of former years 
by the continued ad. 
dition of all the em- 
bellishments and im- 
provements that costly 
and skilled artisans 
can produce. 
ILLUSTRATED CATA- 
Loeuss, with elegant 
and varied styles, sent 
free to all applicants. 


J. ESTEY &CO., 
Brattleboro, Vt. 


HOOK & HASTINCS, 
BOSTON, MASS., 


Builders of the Grand Organs in Tremont Tem 
Boston: Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; Music all, 
Cincinnati: ; Church - a ‘Holy Communion, Phila- 
delphia; and of nearly 1 


CHURCH ORGANS 


for every part of the country. We invite attention to 
our new styles of PARLOR ORGANS, at from $500 to 
$1 ee and Bu ard 

MUSIC MMT" TTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to apply to us direct for all information 
connected with our art. DESCRIPTIVE CIRCU- 
LARS and specifications furnished on —- 

Second-hand Organs for sale at low pric 


Church Organs. 


HUTCHINGS, PLAISTED, & CO., 


Cor. of Cambridge and North Grove Streets, 
oston, Mass. 

Builders of the Organ in the “ New_Oup SovuTH” 

CuuRcH, Boston, CHRist CHURCH, Baltimore, Sr. 

PETER’S, Philadelphia, ALL SAINTS’, Worcester, 

Mass., FAIRBANKS’ MEMORIAL CHU RCH, St. Johns- 

burg, Vt. and 3 others, Send for circulars. 


Bait Pan py ew PR nr tse 140 
ORGANS late an ogee 
HORACE WATERS & OO. S36 Bway AY 


This Instrument 
Containing 22 NOTES (6 
MORE than is contained 
in any other like instru 
ment) is unequalled fot 
durability, power and 
sweetness of tone. 


| 











le, 











Larger sizes*for House, 
Lodge, and Chapel, con- 
tain 32 notes. 


THE AUTOPHONE. 


For Grown People and Children. 
THE FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
AUTOMATIC MusIcAL INSTRUMENT 
EVER OFFERED. 

Send for Circular and Catalogue of Music. 
THE AUTOPHONE CO., Irwaca, N. Y. 


Cc anvassers wanted. 








~ EMBROIDERY “SILK, 
40 Cents per Ounce, worth $1. 


We will sell first class quality factory ends, odd 
lengths and assorted colors, at less than half-price. 
P. S.—Agents allowed a commission, 
BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG CO., 
238 Market St., Phila. or 469 Broadway, N.Y, 


SILK . PATCHWORK 
all sizes in 100 elegant styles. 
for samples. 


“made easy. Blocks of 
Send 4 3c. stamps 
Gem Silk Co., New Haven, Conn. 


Columbia Bicycles. 


Thousands in daily use by doctors, 
lawyers, ministers, editors, mer. 
chants, etc. Send 3c. stamp for ele- 
gantly illustrated 36 page catalogue 


THE POPE M’F’G CO., 


588 Washington St. 





Mass. 





, Boston, 


In ordering goods, or in making ingu ity 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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SAWYER’S CRYSTAL BLUE 


MANUFACTORY ESTABLISHED 1858. 


Used by nearly every famil 
England, and by all first-class 
because it never spots the clothes? 

The brilliant azuria@: tint unequalled. 

It gives a clear tint to Laces, Linens, 
Cottons, and special bright, clear tint to 
old or yellowed cloth. 

Call for SAWYER’S Red Tep Box, 
’ TAKE NO OTHER, 


SAWYER CRYSTAL BLUE CO., 
___ BOSTON, MASS. 


THE 


Red Top Box, 





in New 
ies, 


FAMILY WasH BLUE. 
For Sale by Grocers, 
D. 8. WILLTBERGER, Prop., 
2 ‘ Second St., Phila., a. 


For festiv als, etc. ‘Cheaper than wash 

9 Send 10 cents for ah wet by 
il. Wholesale and retail VAR 

eG: AY, 184 Devonshire St., Boston, 


“BARLOW’S | 
INDIGO BLUE | 


PAPER 
NAPKINS. 














1 last year » Ay ae 
about 3 ie dencrtntignatama ts illustrations, ces, 
actions and, vejualse EN for plan’ 


a In BP aves 
Dt M. Market Guiseners ETROIT MioH. 


CARDEN 


. contains oa 
“R ieeneed fe ene on Porctalie i 
" making it a cond soe Garni Book, ag a 
all the latest information to the author of “ Gar- 
for Profit.” Mailed yo on application, 
(Please state in what paper you saw this). 


Peter Henderson: & 
Cortlandt St., New York. 


SEEDS, 


PARSONS PLants, 


ARE THE ___, | REES, 
TESTED SEEDS, WELL GROWN PLANTS, 
TRANSPLANTED TREES. 
E. W. PARSONS & CO., 
WEST CHESTER, 


Tilustrated as eae } 
free. 5 





NEw YORK. 


COOLEY CREAMERS. 


Their Superiority demon- 
strated. 

Their Success without a 
parallel. 

They are SELF-SKIMMING. 

Five Gold Medals and 
Seven Silver Medals for 
su. Spo Use _ Less Icr. 
MaKE BETTER BUTTER. 

Davis Swing Churns— Eureka 
Butter Workers and Printers. 

A full lineof butter factory 
tal for circulars and testimonials. 

ACHINE CO., Bellows Falls, Vt 


HANSE The Most Remark. 
le Raspberry ever 
uced. Send for full account 


ane a beautiful chromo ef it. The 
finest stock in the U. 8. of 

















su ppites, Send 


FARM 





| em! ing all valuable varieties, 


ue, brilliant- 
pilates), tell- 
how to get and grow them, 


are t 
ly iilustrated (colo 

4 ‘ ing 

as henest descriptions, fair prices, 

free. The moat ery and useful Fruit Catalogue ever 


,~— FS VETT, Little Silver, Ly = ann 
Gutabert Siohent & Manchester Straw! 











‘883 Pomona Nursery. 
5, 000 Be Ais in Orchard 


50,000 = propagated 
Rs 
or Selona taken from DW. 

Nigh UPERB Strawberry. AN- 
SELL Raspberry, Blackberries, New 

and Currants. Fruit, Shade, and Orna- 

as ay? Ma a —,! in + ae Catalogue free. 

. New Jersey. 





SMALL Fuss 


ot Grape nes, One of the pagent and 
ever grown, =f D 

— ro All the I | 

novelties. a free. 

Cornwanaqn~ acon: 


ea I es 





flowe: bulbs and directions for Lower | 
this neesen of oy aren en aR mae £uatoat ied 
pasa F RC 
larallorelty« rr} ei 
far BUT CUP: 
CARNATION FINK 
CHAS. STARE, Avondale, ERCU 





8 Txt: Fas L ., Windsor, N 

















choice ng 3 oun by | 


ye 


can SAVE YOU 


BENSON, ants? "co. 12¢ 


Volloating 





Pimatirss hors yon have toon 


destiny fi 
W PHILADELPHIA.» ee 





“UNITED STATES 


MUTUAL BX Dy] BggASSOCIATION) 


N Oo . 
$5,000 ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 





409 BROADWAY. NEW YORK. 
$25 WEEKLY INDEMNITY. 


MEMBERSHIP FEE, $4. ANNUAL 


COST ABOUT $10, which is about one-third the rate charged by stock companies. 


Write for Circular and A 
Cc. B. PEET (of Rogers, Peet & Co.), 


$6.78, 7S wesell 100 volumes chalndi $i to $1.50 8 
Library beoks, put up in pamphlet form, neat covers, a 
stitched, light ae flexible ; will positively outlast most expens- 
ive. Books ready catalogued and numbered; delivered free. 
Over three million sit. 170 beoxs on re eng lot for $11.48. 
50 books, $5. 50. Sau) ste Doek and particulars. 


$l 10 FORA $10 TEACHERS’ LIBRARY. 
« Ten books, including Bible Dictionary, Commentary, 


Compendium of Teaching, ete., books worth T5c. to $1.50 each : 
whole ten $1.10; singly, 15c. each: five libraries $1 each, postp’d. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL ORGAN. 
Seven stops, four tull octaves, four sets of reeds (as 
ordinarily classed), large volume, rich and pewer- 
ful, lacest improvements, $35. Send for particu/ars. 

es §=690)x 44; correct to latest survey. Old Testament 

Palestine, New Testament Palestine, and Trav- 
= eleofSt. Paul. On cloth, $1.50cach; on cloth 
mums and mounted, $2 each 

REWARD CARDS, thom 

« Three twenty-five 

eent packs for 25e. Ten packs, 80c. Sample pack, assorted, l5c 


lication Blanks. 
ent. 





Eerenres Permits. 
J. KR. PITCHER, Secretary. 


(6c. PER when beught in lots of ten or 


mo. e. sae Pastel size of theordinary. One immense 
re 30c. per year: one primary weekly at 6c. per year. 


PER YEAR FOR QUARTERLIES. 


Silence Lesson Helps, with music, patent old 
new tune combination, to sing at sicht 
- Teccbere’ Helps 18c, to 24c. per year. Samples free, 





PER YHAR FOR MOsru.y 8. 8. PAPERS 


brated Ox- 


dent tablequalii quailty: B r 
Hest, most producti 
108-Pound Cuban 
record, flesh bright 
Darely half an inch 


act on bonee and a gem indeed; 
nm, largest on 

d pisctionty crisp and sugary, with 

; 8200 in Cash Prizes for1 888 


m ve Outen, Long Smooth Pars 


large = oo keeps all winter 

ch ah, Pree on Essex Hegeid 
omato, smooth and handsome; New Ih urple Top * 

nich Turnip, eartiost, fine grained, and tender. These 1 
a os of ad and desirable seeds are alone actually W orth 
“ENT send the entire collection,post- 
ey oy mail Bl Siory a premium wiji give 
$5 ®& year's subscription 
the! 26 an An independent, sometimes 
ae 8 paper, ae ¢ the man whose living de- 
a upon what be raises---with something of interest for 
wife. bt in value@1.60 for60 Cta, Perhaps there 
= - 5 5 CEN ou would like te have, therefore 
8 et. Stam all ‘the above 
ph ~« The Farm and Gardene tor 


Teprove 7 of Tee €: Cream W ater 


the 
corn ever 





fall winter 
able that should be 
, celebrated Soya 

of enormous 

#1 you get ait the aceds 
at Sell Sig yd prices over 





R, = . f. 3-4 the 


W,ATLEE BURPEE&CO 
Kone TORK AVN Pai Phinjciphic, Pa, 


RO SESS 
Hardy ahecpbonn’ ery, 
i 2 by, mal 


West Grove. Uhectar 
1a , 
sis 





T. 


ry 

















130 TEACHERS’ BIBLE. @./2*: 


ford, with Concordance, Bible Dictionary, Encyclo 
pedia, tables, maps, etc., most complete teachers’ Bible extant 

1404 pages, gilt edges, strong binding, for $1.50. Best kid lined, 
flexible, protection edges, silk sewed, ete., for $2.40, postpaid. 


160 pages, church 
music size, choice 


25. anthems; ablest writers eleven editions sold, 

Price $3 per dus. ; postage extra 5 cents each, 

SONG BOOK For church and Sunday-school: 

5e * 83 piece-, words and music. old 

*and new tunes, strong binding, $5 per hundred ; postage 
extra, 134 cts. Catalogue free. 


DAVID C. COOK, Rxevo.urTion SunDAY ScHOOL PUBLISHER, 46 Adams St. Chicago, 





Ww THE MOST POPULAR BOOK OF THE DAY. 








Aly 


QNTERPRETED] 























REV. HERBERT W. MOR «IS, D.D., author of “Science and the Bible.” 


The Natural Wonders 


an "Spiritual Teachings of the Sun u. folded and explained, and the beautiful Analogies between the Sun of 


Nature and the Sun of Righteousness clearly 
science, for every member of the family. 
romance. 


traced out. 
Full of inspiration, 
“ The interest in the theme is sustained throughout, and the closing chapters bold the attention, 
and move the mind and heart as fully as do the opening ones.” — Rev. 


A book for every Bible reader, every student of 
Able, Earnest, Devout. More interesting than 


cinner,, D.D., Chicago Theol. 


Seminar “Tt gives me great leasure to express my high appreciation of this work.”—Rev, Baw in F. — 
a, D. ., Stated Clerk, Presb. be en’ “EY “T have read with delight, ———a of this book.” — Hilder 

J. W. MeGarvey, Prest. College of the Bible, Lexington, Ky. ‘No one can read the volume without obtaining 
higher and clearer views of the rson of Christ.’”—Rev. Wm. Fn Stevens, D.D., Bishop Chureh, 
Diocese of Penna. AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE. Tim y be saved, and first choige ‘of territory 
secured, by ordering CANVASSING OUTFIT AT ONCE. This. will be mailed. ot paid, for #1, , Which 
sum will be returned when 4) books are sold. Address, atonce, J.C. Me€ 1 & CO., Phila., Pa. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


| ‘To-day offers unequaled advantages to the farmer, 
mechanic, laboring man or italist. Th i. 
River Valley, along the Northern Pacifi nil. 
road, is the most invitin porden "oF North ‘Dakota, 
with & record of from 26 to bushels of “No. 1 
hard” wheat to the acre. Fi ions of acres of the 
best prairie land, near railroads, free to settlers. 
Men with breaking teams, laboring men and women, 
can find constant employment at excellent wages. 
Pamphlets, with reliable information, and map sent 
| free to any applicant by addr 
% on James Riv er, Va., in a northern 
AGENTS WAN WANTED the greatest success of the 
year, Send for illustrated circular if you want to make 
low sellin here ; 
Toga prc seine ghee bo.. 66 N. ye Philadelphia. Pa. 
7 
Send for E.B. TREAT’S 




















SECRETARY BOARD OF TRADE, 
settlement. Illustrated circular free. 
money. FORSHEE & McMAKIN, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
of the Erecant New 


Jamestown, Dakota. 
EAI J.F - MANCHA, Claremont, Virginia, 
for our new Religious book, 
ed He- 











GENTS WANTED tox the Best and Fastest- 
selling Pictorial Booksand Bibles. Prices reduced 
33 per cent. _NATIONAL E PUBLISHING ne Co. Me _ Phila, Pa. 


Salesmen Wanted. Sry 824,cxPenses. 


fo sell nursery stock. 
CHAS. w. STU ART, Newark, W: xyne Co., New Y ork. 


PERMANENT and LUCRATIVE BUSINESS 


can be secured by reiiable, epergetic men and 
women in every locality. Address with stamp 
WILMOT, CASTLE, & Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


IERY TRIALS 


Or, A Story of an Infidel’s Family. 
By Rev. R. H. Crozier. There is an under current 
of Infidelity in every community throughent 
the land. The poison is surely spreading. This 
volume meets this evil. No Better Book 
in the way of romance can be placed in 
ands of the young. Founded in Fact, 
and of Thrilling Interest. Strong words 
of commendation from Pulpit, Bench and Press. 
Price. in Cloth. $23.00; Half Moreeco 
Gilt eages. a 60. Selling replay. AGENTS 


















JOHN BURNS. PUBLISHER, $t Louls, Po. 


BIG PAY to sell our aoe P; inting Stamps. 
Samples free. TAYLOR BROS. & CO., Cleveland, O. 


URIED 
RECOVERED 








CITIES 


Or, ‘Explorations in Bible Lands. 
By Rev. Faawx 8. Dz Hass, D.D., late U. 8. nye to Palestine. With 
he hes in the East, and recovery of m laces in sacred and 
profane history long considered lost Richly Illustrated with New M and 
ng dl mowing, Lactuding information that cannot be obtab from 
This is the most ular and salable book LS pm 
Bead” _~ Iilustrated ciroular, with full description W anrep. 


BRADLEY & CO., Publishers, 66 N. 4th St., Philada. 


TREASURY 32.009, $94.21 


300 Best loved gems of song 

—operatic, comic, sentimental and sacred—in grand 

wre Would cost in sheet form in stores ne arly 
100: here, elegantly bound, only 4 

Tighty "praised by such eminent critics as Patti, 

sson, Whitney, Gilmore, Thursby and others. 











Is immensely ——. Selle very fast. £ 
home circle and 8) r wants it. For terme, 
dress HUBBARD ‘BROS. .723 Chestnut St., Phila. 





€.8. TREAT.757 Broadway, call York. 





W ANTED, Agents.—Startling as the pages of ro. 
mance, from the lowest depths ofslav i A a posi_ 
tion among the first intheland. “ Life and Times” Of 


FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 


written by himself; 18 full page illustrations; price $2.50. 
Outrivals* Uncle Tom's Cabin ” in thrilling and roman- 
tic interest, with the added charm that every word is 
true. A marvellousstory most graphically told and of 


great historical value. This volume will be eagerly 
sought for by the hundreds of thousands who have 
watched theremarkable career,and have been thrilled 
by the ek we nee of this wonderful man. 


ARK PUBLISHING CO., Hartford, Conn. 


WE WANT 100 nore BOOK AGENTS 
TH TR’ TY.TI 8 & Gen. REE YEA RS SAM New ONG 


‘OUR WILD INDIANS. 


Introduction by Gen. Sherman. Superb Dlustrations: This 

great work was subscribed for by 'res't Arthur, Gen. Grant, 
| and hundreds of eminent men, and 18 indorsed as the most 
Valuable and Thrilling book ever written. It Sells ike wild frre, 
and is the grandest chance to coin monev ever offered to A nts. 
| Send for Circulars. Extra Terms, Specimen Plate, ete. free. 
| to. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 
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For Easter Present. 
A NEW AND BEAUTIFUL EDITION OF 


FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL’S 


POEMS. 


Inone Volume: With portrait and Illustrations, and | 
sketch of her life. 





$3.00 | 
plain’edge, $2.00 
Havergal Calendar for 1883. 


. 
Weare closing out the small balance of the large 
edition of this very successful block Calendar at only | 


Ten Cents each. By mall, postage paid, on receipt 
of 15 centa. 


8vo, with red rule, eloth, gilt edge, 
Square 12mo, te 


*,»* Sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt of price. 


KE. P. DUTTON & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
30 West 23d Street, New York. 


THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE. 


HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE. 


By Jornw Geppry, F. BR. G. 8, author of “Lake 
Regions in Central Africa,’ ete. Wmo, cloth 
beveled, with maps, $2.00. 


Mr. Geddie has added with so much painstaking and 
skill to his own personal observations the information 
gathered from many authentic soureés.—[ The Congre- | 
gationalist, Boston. | 

The writer_has thrown over its pages a charm far 
above that of romance,--[ N. Y, Observer. 

The writer telis hisstory with aay | mag vividness 
and pietur ue pone - ton 

It is presented in a vicars ore and ‘the volame is 
one which will supply @ real want.—[ The Churchman, 
New ‘York; 

ILis Wook is well vipers with maps. It has, too,a 
wood index.—{ 7%ie wance, Chicago. 

ir. Geddie describes the coanitey with picturesque- | 





m. vas and force.—| Boston Sunda: 

Mr, Geddie’s book is a valuable contribution to oe 
sian history brought down to the present day.—([ 7” 
Dial, Chicago. 


*+* The above for yet ¥ the principal booksellers, 
or will be forwarded, p« é Solita ob receipt of price. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bieecker St.; New York. 


New Temperance Publications 
ones at. eP 


ieee quar ieee giving fourteen its } 

i meine’ 
50c. 3 paper, . 

The Physiology of ioe. oi aon 

pid PY wera Ay B. CARPENSSA, fat baa (| 





One of the abiest medical palinphlets ever issued. 
Results of Researches on Alcohol By 
BENJAMIN W. RIcHARDSON, M.D. 12mo, $4 
alvine reasons why Alcohol is an enemy to the 
human system, and why he favors total abstinence. 
Constitational. Amendment Manual. | 
By J. Buu &N Foster. 12mo0, 100 pp. Clot, | 
Con g migumeit, appeal, 5 
const on, catec » and general wineotions fo 
organized k for constitutional prohibition. “| 
Prohibition does Prohibit ; or, Prohibi- 
om not r Failure. 12mo, 96 pp. By 
For 
clustvelptiint 
Sent by A 
J. M. ‘STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 


5S Redde Street, New York. 


MEDINA’S 
LISBON WAVE. 


This famous wave Is 
far the cheapest in the 
end, as it never gets 
outofcurl. Every one 
warranted. P 





of on pros testlmony, showing con- 



















upwar 


Best French Hair 
Switches. 


23 in, 23 Di tor 
26 3 
23 “ 3 & 4 


0“ 4 on “ 97 





| red, while large corolla. is-of wa thm os rich coral 
plant in bloom is sight never to be forgotten, and will command the admiration of the whole town. Tt is of the 


12mo, 22 dress, 50 


petitions, forms of | | 





jadvt. as it will not appear agaln,and remember that our goods have an established reputation andare warranted true. 


N. B.—Remittances can be made in wee. 8, Greenbacks, Drafts, or P.O. Mo Ord 
Money Orders must be made La bongo) atN City Postcomioe SPECIAL. 0 PFER,—For e yery. pita cao, 
ordered, we will Nth be a> the above Mignonette of Pansy. Fo 50 cents, we 
papers of our Double Ral colors, which are admitted to be heat | in the world. 


ie 
‘Sib *S uD Es, 
Angi) As 


TD), 
Mh Dr * 
TAN 


END) 


CAPT 
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NEW DOUB WHITE VANDER STRASS, This ad novel 
the Snesatoene nsia in existence, - STA, MA is an sh and compact, wing in x besutifnl pyran’ al 


form, and pro ducing its large beautiful flowers in ereet profusion. The color $f the tube ay 


easiest culture, as it will tk and bleom profusely in any DAs 2 hf or garden, either in the city or country, and _ is 
an object of Groat at beaut ty oe Ta and winfer. a wil oe A ah 


post-paid, securely packed, fine health 
dream, 50 Cet 3 for 100 29 for ba OO er Le ToS BS OO Ww, it cancpe antty pureed Gober 
° or A or ow tobe Thay ate arrive in rood co tion, 
Get your a ghbors to a if 700 you, and Te cian eee ees. They are 4 


‘GALIFORNIA AND THE 
| YOSEMITE VALLEY. 


TWO SELECT EXCURSION PARTLIES, 
Under the management of E.M. JENKINS, formerly 
of Cook, Son 4 JEXKINS. To leave Pv rNedetphi 
| Baltimore and Washington in Palace Cat. 
FERST PARTY leaves April 2 Goes to St, Louis 
and down the Mississippi River by magnificent steamer 
to New Orleans, then across Texas by Souther Paciic 
Railroad, stopping at Houston, San Antonio, Les 
Angelos, ¥ ttre trip takes 58 days and costs $608. 
SECOND PARTY leaves May 7. Goes to Louis, 
Denver and Salt Lake ; same as last year. Occupies 
46 days and costs $450. 


Both Parties Include Yosemite Valley and 
Colorado, 


Both return by Chicago and Niagara Falls. Afi 
expenses are included in the fare, 
Pamphiet, with Mapdescriptive of, the Tours, ea nbe 
had at MEYER & BROS.’ Piano Warerooms, oy 
CHESTNUT Street, P hiladelphia, and where passet 
gers can join, or by addressing » M. JE NELNS, 
257 Broadway, New York. 
Programmes of European Tours are re ady. 


EUROPE “extursos 
mone 


ee tye cerssiteah ‘ 
band ae Dene Franklin Square. Boston. 


GOING ABROAD. 


If you have any thought of going to Europe for 
plealire, business, or health, it will be ofadvantage to 
| you to send a stamp for the TouRIsT WORLD, which 
contains Itineraries of Travel, Routes, Sailings of 
Ocean Steamers, Rates of Fare, Partic ulars of Select 
Excursion Parties, with a lot of information valuabi« 
to an old traveler and en ae nsable tora new one. It 
is published by E. M. Jenkins (formerly of Cook, Son, 
& Jenkins), who now has his own offices at 124 High 
ae London, and ne is_the only American 


ourist Agent in the world. 


.. M. JE NS, 
257 BROADWAY, NEW, YoRK. 
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Everyt ! E 
Weari aeetere and NOT] Un 
Housekeeping Appoint- 
ments sent by mail, express or freight,accord- 
ing to circumstances—subj ect to return and 

and of money if not “satistactory. Cata- 
logue, with details, mailed on application. 

JOHN WANAMAKER, PHILADELPHIA. 
Wehave the largest retail stock in the United States. 























IS TREATHA, or Fairy ity (full 
» ovr Fairy Lily ully 
th the COMPANION of Feb. ist), is one of the 
most Serer of all flowers either for pot or gardenculiure. It com- 
mences to grow and bloom profusely immediately after planted. Flow- 
ers very large, pure white and sweet scented. T 
duce them we offer large bulbs by mail, post-paid, as follows: 1 bulb 
“By Sadross for 15 cts., 2 for 25 cts.,, » ft 0 cts., 12 
for -10, 25 for $2.00 or 100 for &7.00. Any % or girl can 
canvass their town and sell from 25 to Leod bd 15 cents each, making a 


be, pratt have e $5 

m4 ant WH SPT ‘AY. Oe IGNONE NETTE. crows 
2to 3 feet high with spikes of bloom afootinilength. Its color is pure 
snow white, and the nd spikes of bloom attract the attention of 
everybody. Tts fragrance is twice as rich and powerful as the common 
ors It grows freely and is sure to succeed In any garden. Seed 


20 cts. per r. Also the New Golden Queen i mette, 
beantiful epi n variety, 10 ge r paper. Q mo. . 
Our New SNOW OUE PANSY bears a great profusion of 


very largesnow white cae wea are truly |, especiall 
for cemetery planting. Seeds 15 cts. per paper. OFTC 1¢ 
AN yt large plants which are a perfect mene sof tres nowy ’ 
wers the whole season. 1 colors mixed, blue, black, yellow, 
Vaticouted, &e., 20 cents per paper. They are splend 
5% ie large fower ing: bulbs of double PEARL TUBEROSES, 8 cts. 
ES, including Auratu ¥ choiee mixed 
GLADIOL US, cts.’ 4 beautiful TEA-ROSES, white, red, yellow 
and pink, 50 cts. See our large, beautiful catalogue, free to all, for 
other fal offers. Our Illustrated Book of Lilies describes 200 
= and.tells how to grow them, 15 cts. per copy. 
of the above articles will be sent by mail, post-paid, and guar- 
antoed to arrive in good condition. They are exactly as represented, 
and will more than please those who plant them. Many years of lib- 
eral and honest dealings have secured to us our great business, ex- 
Sopding to all parts of the world. 
Order at once and ask for our Catalogue. 


Our large, a a iNustrated catalogue sent free to 


all who apply. )} ow. and beautiful_ Lilies, Amaryliis, 
* Gladiolus, Tiber oses, Carnations, Roses ower and 
We are the largest retailers of named Gladiolus in the world. Preserve this 


AMARYLLIS TREATEA. 


ein tas S€@dS, Bulbs. and. Plants 


Vegetable Seeds, and Small Fruits. 


Address” J. LEWIS CHILDS, Queens, Long Island, N.Y. 


dollar’s worth 
mail 1 





These goods are one- 
third less than can be 
bought of any house | 
in the country. | 
Ladies and Gents’ Wigs at Reduced Prices. | 

Goods forwarded on approval without money to any | 
address in the United States. Send for circular, 

JOHN. MEDINA, 
PAs Farr STORE, 
426 Washington Street (cor, Summer), Boston, Mass, 


“as BONDS'22? 


Defaulted Bonds Purchased. 
"a Se oaestes ia Ape 
Chole Bonds a Special 


For ree rs PHEW. Jr. “fostPx, 


address 














“Reeston Meanie. | 
Bankers. 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Accounts of BANKERS, MERCHANTS and 
others taken, 
velers ont Merchants’ LETTERS OF 
ENTS, including Government, State 





cR ‘T iss: 
INVEST MI 
and Municipal Bonds, bought and sold, 


anotal in the: yarious issues of LAND WARRANTS 








The Sunday School Times inte nds to admit only ‘advertisements that are trustworthy. 


Actual 







These plants are of ous 
own production, saved fromm 
the fod of Extra Choice 

Ferilized several he il cultivation, coming from carefully 


seee nciped. all the test novelties; 
ite., being continuous 
Sais “att the | tat tte Mes until frost, ranging in 
color from the purest white to the richest purple and black- 
Our collection is without doubt the Finest in the Unit- 
ed States. e@ defy competition, Our Plants are Ver, 
Saree. many of the blossoms averaging the size of a Si 
ver dollar, With the 
-t proper culture of 
4 shade an moisture 
they Cannot Fail to Give Satisfaction. A}! who 
visited the Greenhouses in early summer looked upon our 
vorey beds with admiration. e Will send by mail, a. 
paid, 25 Plants of Beautifal Pansies for ow 
stock of all kinds of plants is complete, and we oguct- 









antee them to give entire satisfaction. For health,strength, 
blooming qualities, beauty and perfume they are Unr 
equaled. e consider our Collections the most liberal 
@ver offered, and have 
arranged to give our pat- 
rons the benefit of our 
. choicest. varieties at an . 
. exceedingly small margin to us For $9. 95 we will de- 
liver the following 31 plants, Roses, 8 Geraniums, 2 Helitropes, 2 La tanas, 2 
5 vectors, 3 b> as 9 Bae? Roses, 8 Achryanthes, 2 Centauries, 2 Caneraries, 2 Fuchsias, 
Alba Hosea. AR Ever-blooming Roses, only lOc. each, or any 12 for $1.00. 
“ipeine. 
line, 
bant t, 
Houtte, | res Laxem 
Catalogue free. 





Adam, Kitne Sisley, Bon a ‘om, Mint Clement Nabonnand,“Duch. de Bra- 
La 


adame Camille, pagete Sisley, Marie Van 
wae e Daily, Baltimore 


Bell 
. BUEL & CO.! ®Seedsmen & Florists, Springfield, O. 


To Holders of Defaulted Bonds. | 8% First Mortgages 


mmething f Send for c lar, 
FRANCIS SMITH & vo. “Indianapolis, Ind. 








‘0 thoroughly intro- |} 


We will send twelve 
veg scien bs Ben ye 
roses post-paid to 

any address on receipt 

1. Other, New 

# re Plants pro- 
tionately cheap. 

Or 


mailed free ob. zeplkaion. 


SMITH, Aurora, Ul. 
BLISS’S AMERICAN WONDER PEA 





Wren DER 





Extra Early, Very Dwarf, (8 to 10 inches), 

Requires no Bushing, Exquisite Flavor. 
Acknowledged by all to be the best and earliest Pea grown. 

CAUTION .—As there is another Pea in the market called 
“ American Wonder,” send to us and getthe the, genuine 
Bliss’s American Wonder. 

PRICES.—Half pint package, 25 cents; pint, 45 cents; 
quart, 80; by “o postpaid. 

O. K. BLISS & SONS’ 
HAND BOOK FOR THE FARM AND GARDEN. 
$00 BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS 

With a richly colored py of a Group of Carnations, and a 
descriptive priced list of 2,000 varieties of FLOWER and VEGE- 
TABLE seeds—with much useful information upon their culture 
—150 pages—mailed to all applicants enclosing 6 cents, 

Our Illustrated Novelty Sheet, conmaianngs aaetpticn 
of all the Novelties of the season, mailed free to al oh age 

Blise’s Illustrated Potato Cosalesea ee a pn et 
of soo varieties Potatoes, with explicit 
go pages, ro cents. 


D. K. BLISS & SONS, 84 Barclay Street, New York. 


The Sunday School Times. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL “TIMES. Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage. 
From 1 to 4 copies.... $2.00 each. 

“«  6tod copies... ae ; 

- 10 to 19 copies. 
20 copies or more.. a 5 

The yellow babel on eae poper ‘shows up ‘eo what date 
a subscriber has paid. If the publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the swhseriber that F] paper 
be discontinued, he will continue to send it. per 
will, however, de stopped. at any time abviiseer: Uf the 
subseriber 80. de sires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it. The papers for a club wilt 
be stopped at once on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless @ renewal for same ts received. 

Subseriptions will be Tecelyed * ed for any portion ofa 
year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a chub, at the 
same rate at which the club, as frst formed, would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time of their subscriptions, 

The papers for a club, whether going in a pac kage 
to one address, or sent separately to the members of 
the club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the 
subsc ription. 

Subseribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed shonid be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should inelude 
both county and state. 

Any person wishing to renew e ither a single or club 
subscr ion, in connection with which his name has 
not be ‘tre been known to the publisher, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address, 


JOHN D,. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
































The unde ned invites correspondence with 
holders of all estern Defaulted or Repudi- BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
ated vonds of Cities, Counties, Townships, or School Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
Districts. Will purchase at best rates. Give full hools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete, FULLY 
description and address, ARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 
T. J. CHEW, Jr., St. Joseph, Mo. A VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinaati. O 





publisher will refund to subscribers any moncy 7 tuat they lose thereby, — ~——«— 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised in this pa: Saves - wi one o 
publisher, ag well as the ad stating Mat 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday 8 hoot baad 





Shonlid, bow ever, an advertisement of 4 party not in good Standing be inadvertently inserted, 
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